
The Strokes of Chinese Characters (A) 

, ft W^ n ttttflffljft 

*<fe. 

Chinese characters are written in a shape of square* therefore they are known 
as square-shaped characters. Each character consists of various strokes formed by 
different dots or lines as the basic components. 

>.K< I Kite; >,»(V>,£(' >, 

There are six basic strokes of Chinese characters. They are the horizontal 
stroke, the vertical stroke, the left-falling stroke, the right-falling stroke, the dot 
and the rising stroke. Other types of strokes are derived from the strokes men¬ 
tioned above, and thus known as the derived strokes. 



1 
















o 



The Order of Strokes for writing Chinese Characters (A) 


The great majority of Chinese characters are formed by more than two 
strokes. In writing them two points should be taken notice of: 

±t. 

The strokes can only be written in certain directions* For example, the hori¬ 
zontal stroke should only go from left to right. It would be wrong if it is done 
otherwise. Similarly the vertical stroke can only be written from top to bottom, 
never from bottom to top. 

w® , smBLmmm » nmmm . 

The strokes that are used to form a character should be written in a certain or¬ 
der known as "stroke order”. ‘For instance, in writing the horizontal stroke al¬ 
ways goes before the vertical one. 



List of New Characters and Words 


1. — 

yT 

one 

2. X 

er 

two 

3. .= 

son 

three 

4. ■+ 

shf 

ten 

5. X 

gong 

to work 






















XA 

gongren 

worker 

6. _h 

shang 

upward direction 

_hi£ 

shang ke 

to have class(es) 

7-4 

qian 

thousand 

-4 

yi qian 

one thousand 

8*4 

wu 

noon 

-t4 

shangwu 

morning 

T4 

xiawu 

afternoon 

44 

zhongwu 

noon 

9.4 

nian 

year 

-4 

yi nian 

one year 

914 

mfngnian 

next year 

£4 

qunian 

last year 

10. # 

zud 

to do 

x# 

gongzuo 

work,to work 

#ik 

zuoye 

exercise, homework 

11. yV 

ba 

eight 

12. A 

ren 

person 

13. 4 

ge 

(a measure word) 

—4A 

y i ge ren * 

a person 

14. A 

tian 

day, the sky 

4A 

jTntian 

today 

93*. 

mingtian 

tomorrow 

15. T 

xia 

downward direction 


xia ke 

to finish class, class dismissed 

16. A 

liu 

six 

17. A 

tou 

head 

18. A 

guan 

to close 

An 

guan men 

to close a door 

19. 4 

shao 

short of 













%.mmmw o 



duoshao 

how many, how much 

20. * 

bu 

not 

21. Jk 

ye 

line of business 

JLJk 

gongye 

industry 

22.* 

xing 

excitement 

iS)* 

gaoxing 

glad 

23.* 

gong 

altogether 

—* 

yigong 

total 

24. yX. 

hart 

Han, Chinese 


Hanyu 

Chinese (spoken language) 

25. ■£• 

nD 

female 


nOren 

woman 

26. £ 

duo 

too much, too many 



The Strokes and Writing of the New Characters 


^ 6^1 ^ is 

The Basic Strokes of Chinese Characters 

m ) 

Horizontal Stroke 


- [—) heng 

A horizontal stroke is written from left to right 
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yi one 



The character goes straight forward from left to right along the central line 


within a square -lined frame. 



3fc3|±«.»5rF«. 


The character begins with the top horizontal stroke, ends up with the longer 
stroke underneath. 



Of the three horizontal strokes the second one is the shortest, and the third one 


is the longest. The spacing between each stroke is almost the same. 



I U) Shu 

A vertical stroke is written from top to bottom. 






































































































o 


o 


X 


shT ten 


T X 


J_ 




In writing the character the horizontal stroke is written before the vertical 
stroke. The two strokes cross one another. 


x gong to work 

XA gongren worker 


i 

-r 

Hr 





i 




1 

1 

i 





J - 

Xp 





j 



■—j 

f. 


L 





±m. t**, mm±r mtttftt. 

The top horizontal stroke is shorter than the lower one. The vertical stroke in¬ 
tersects the horizontal one. 


©x shang upward direction 

±M shong Ke to have class (es) 




The short horizontal of Jl is connected with the vertical on the right. 




j 


Left-falling Stroke 
J (/) pie 


A left-falling stroke is written from the top right to the bottom left 


f 















































































































O^P 


qian thousand 

—yi qian one thousand 




f 

HT_ 

i 

1 

... i__. 


j 

i 

.L.. 







j 

j 

j 


j 

... 

| 


T 


m- 



S*Mtt 


The first stroke of slightly slanting from the top right to the lower left, 
links with the central vertical stroke. 




wu noon 

shongwu morning 
T^F Xiawu afternoon 
zhongwu noon 




L.sinje-E 




The first stroke of is a short left-falling stroke that links with the top horizontal 
stroke, and the middle horizontal stroke is crossed by tlie central vertical stroke 


© 


¥ 


man year 

yi nian one year 
mingnian next year 
qunian last year 


jf. 


The central vertical stroke joins the top horizontal stroke without crossing it, 

zuo to do 

Jl'fp gongzud work,to work 
jfe 'jty, zuoye exercise, homework 






























































o 


# # # ### # 


It must be written from left to right. The radical \ is another form of A- 



Right-falling Stroke 


J 


A right-falling stroke is written from the top left to the bottom right with in¬ 
creasing force. 


® A 


ba eight 




Kit. 


The left-falling long stroke of A is written before the right-falling one. 

m A ren person 


The left-falling stroke of A joins its right-falling stroke. 

® A ge (a measure word) 

—AA yl ge ren a person 


A 

A 




j 









i 

1. .. 



1 



i 




1 

f 

I 



\ 

■ 










































































































The vertical stroke of ^ goes down from somewhere near the connection of the 
left and right-falling strokes above* 


<D 7C tian day,the sky 

4"^ jTntian today 

mingtidn tomorrow 


-1- 

dP- 

jb 

jt 


4. 

1 


i 

r 



i 



TfL 

.TV 

j 

T 

" i 

i 




.i 




^ can be composed by adding a horizontal on the top of "jt. 



' {' ) dian 

The dot of a character begins from the top and slants to the right side with a re¬ 
inforced pause. 



©T x i a downward direction 


XiQ ke to finish class>class dismissed 



% . 

© /\ liu six 



> 

'X 

> 












1 



Tv 

Tv 


- . J .. 

■" 

I- 













±a=&T. msmjm. mmm& 
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The first stroke of A is a dot slanting towards the right side. Its third stroke is 
a left-falling stroke. The fourth stroke, another dot, is a bit longer than the first 
one known as a long dot. 


0 




tOU head 


% * £ % 


*- ,=JB9j6lSU:T#ai . 

The first dot of is placed above the second dot. It would be wrong if they are 
arranged side by side. Its last stroke is a long dot. 



guan to close 

guan men to close a door 


£ & i & 




The second stroke of is a left-falling short stroke. Its fifth stroke is a left-fall¬ 
ing one that is joined with the first horizontal stroke. 


0 sjs shao short of 

duoshao how many, how much 


¥ 

¥ 

¥ 


j 

j 

i 







..J 




7 


... _j_ .. 








i 

i 






The writing of {Jp begins with the central vertical stroke followed by the left¬ 
falling stroke. Its third stroke is not a right-falling stroke, but a dot. The final 
stroke is a left-falling long stroke. 



bu not 


* * * * 



























































































The final stroke of ?F is not a right-falling stroke, but a long dot. 



ye line of business 
T# gongye industry 



SW+MWWB. $Sl+ 


The writing of ilk begins with the two parallel vertical strokes in the centre Its 
third stroke is a dot, the fourth stroke is a left-falling stroke. The final stroke is a 
horizontal joining the two verticals. 



xing excitement 


gaoxlng glad 


sSL 

■^v 

jSL 

sSL 


JtL 

j>i/_ 

i 










TpT 



i 

1 







I 






The first two strokes of are dots. Its third stroke is a left-falling stroke 
They are arranged side by side above a horizontal under which is a short left-falling 
stroke accompanied by a long dot. 



gong altogether 


—^ ytgong total 





The two verticals of ^ go across the first horizontal stroke and join the lower 
horizontal one 
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D 


Rising Stroke 


A rising stroke forcibly begins from the lower left to the upward right. 


T. 


han Han, Chinese 

iX.® Hanyu Chinese (spoken language) 


at-at-jJb-ilb-at 




The first and second dots of are arranged with the rising stroke on one side in 
a shape of an arch. 


The Derived Strokes 



D 


Left-falling Dot 


<. (<•) piedian 

A left-falling dot begins from the top right, then turns to the left, and bends to 
the right without being broken. 


i 


® ~k 


nu female 

nuren woman 


-k -k k 






































































































o 3mR^S*(±] 


The left-falling dot of should be completed as one stroke. Its second stroke is 
a left-falling one, joining the horizontal in the middle. 



mm ) 

Left Horizontal Falling 


7 (7) hengpie 

A left horizontal falling starts from the left to the right and continues its lower 
part by turning to the left without being broken. 



The second left horizontal falling of ^ links up with the first left-falling stroke. 
The component is placed on its repeated form. It would be wrong if they are ar¬ 
ranged side by side. 



Read the Following Words, Phrases and Sentences 


Read the Following Words and Phrases. 


S— — + +— +— 

+-=- + * -fv\> .=■+ -=.+ zv-f- 

^ 
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1 v* ^ ^ Hff W* h 




; iA i# Jlik 
; Jl^- _h£ -hT 
: Jl^ T^p- t^ 

: 3-4- A-?- 4^ ^ ^r-f- 

s #Jk i# 

: 4^ 

i>' j ^ i>' §r *}' A # !>' 

A ; — ^A. .H^A. tt^A. A^A tc^ - A^A 

~it A 

^X>ft *!>' 

^iUTFfHO* 

Read the Following Sentences. 




1. 4^^^#c 

2 . — 

3. 

4. 4^A.#4h^# 0 

5. ^d-j=.^x,4"^d- > h 0 



















^ 3 HI 





Rudiments of Chinese Characters 


The Strokes of Chinese Characters 


(B) 


»**■«»*** 

The Combination of the Strokes 

±-m. ins&5 

tito&M *Jnx,,nr-*j|inj&-«iiyiffi5jS««. m 

The majority of Chinese characters consist of more than two strokes. In fact 
they are formed by several different strokes. How do they combine with one anoth¬ 
er? Generally speaking, there are three ways to put them together. A* Two 
strokes are separated as seen in the writing of X and A* Namely such characters 
are written with disconnected strokes. B. Strokes link up with one another as seen 
in the writing of X and A- Namely such characters are formed with joined 
strokes. C. Two strokes go across one another as seen in the writing of A and 
Sometimes there are two or more formations in the writing of a single character, 
e. g. Jf and A- In modern Chinese, different characters are based on defferent for¬ 
mation of strokes. 

15 















List of New Characters and Words 


1. X 


wu 


2. -g* 

bai 

3. 4 

jin 

44 

jlnnian 

4. £ 

hou 


houbian 


houtian 

5. % 

IT 

lit 

|Tbian 


gong IT 

6. it 

geng 


geng hao 

7. W 

si 

8. -fc 

qi 

9. it 

yuan 

4 it 

shfyuan 

yt-§- 

yuandan 

10 . & 

xian 


xianhou 


xiansheng 

11. ifc 

dian 


dianshi 


dianhua 

12. 4b 

bei 


Beijing 

i3. 

.. V 

JIU 

14. /L 

-V 

Jl 


five 

hundred 

now 

this year 
behind, after 
behind 

the day after tomorrow 

inside, li 

inside 

kilometre 

even, further 

better 

four 

seven 

primary, yuan 
ten yuan 
New Year 
first 

one after another 

mister 

electricity 

TV 

telephone 

north 

Beijing 

nine 

which 




















15. fib 

feng 

wind 

16. t 

cai 

only 

mt 

gangcai 

just now 

17. T 

ke 

but 


kesht 

however 

18. -f 

ge 

elder brother 

** 

gege 

elder brother 

19. T 

le 

(a modal particle) 

T 

mai le 

bought 

20. -f 1 

V 

Zl 

son 

#-*■ 

haizi 

child 

| 21. $f 

hao 

good 


V i_V 

m hao 

hello 

22. & 

wo 

I, me 

4Un 

women 

we 

23. ♦*>' 

xln 

heart 


guanxln 

concern 

24. £ 

mai 

to buy 


mai dongxi 

to do shopping 

25. # 

xue 

to study 


xuexi 

to study,the results of studies 


xuesheng 

student 

26. # 

V 

m 

you 

4Mn 

rumen 

you 














o 




The Strokes and Writing of the New Characters 


The Derived Strokes 

gw ) 

Horizontal Turning 


-» (-.) hengzhe 

A horizontal turning begins with a horizontal stroke from left to right, then 
turns down at a right angle. 



In writing 3 l the vertical stroke in the middle and the vertical part of the turning 
should slightly slant to the lower left. 


e 0 bai hundred 

—Tf yi bai one hundred 


"if TIF if Tf f f 


The first horizontal stroke of U joins the second left-falling one without going 
across it. 

~ ^ .. 

U ~T jm now 

jTrtnian this year 
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4- 


V 




A*, ^H“A”, ^ t AT»f, 

Tbe upper part of ^ is not a A» but a A, Its last stroke is a horizontal turning 
towards the lower left* 


ip 


hou behind* after 

JniiL hdubian behind 

jjif A houtian the day after tomorrow 


^ J% ~ Jxi JxS 




The second left vertical falling of Jn touches the lower end of the first left flat 
falling. Its last two strokes are the horizontal turning and the horizontal stroke* 


©m 


IT inside, li 

Mail iTbicin inside 
£•£ gonglT kilometre 


ii-ii s. j. s 




The vertical stroke of M touches all the horizontal strokes in the horizontal turn¬ 
ing and the final horizontal stroke. 



geng even, further 
Sli? geng hfio better 



The sixth left vertical falling of 3* connects with the first horizontal stroke and 


goes across the right-falling stroke. 
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Vertical Turning 

l (L) shuwcn 

A vertical turning is written from top to bottom with a right turning or a short 
curve without being broken. 


i 

j 

| 


i 




i 

j 


| 

ii* . 

■ 

j 

i 

! 

j 



i 

i 

] 



~T - 

j 


0 y si four 


Wo 

Wo 

r 7Q- 

Wo 

Wo 

| 

i 











Vf} 

V±J 

Vf? 

1^7 

i 


i 

i 










jfcaA.jg^n. 

aat 7 n.w^n. 


Write the strokes inside the frame before enclosing it. Namely t the left falling 
and vertical turning strokes of P9 should be given before the square is closed. The 
two strokes inside the frame must be written apart 




Vertical Upward Turning 


L, (U) shuwangou 


A vertical upward turning is 
without being broken. 

written from top to bottom, then turning upward 


J 

L 







i 

1 





j 



t 





1 

P 







j 






: 








qi seven 

1 

b- 

jL 





j 






j 

i 

i 

[ 





-n 







i 

1 





j 

i 



| 





































































































The horizontal stroke of -fc slightly slants to the right. Its vertical upward turn- 
does not turn left but right 


OTU yuan primary, yuan 

+7C shf yuan ten yuan 
TCJeL yuandan New Year 


7G 

tL 



] 

i 

i 

. 

i 

i_ 

i 

i 


i 

| . 


7tt 

7p 

1 





.. __ 






The left-falling stroke of 76 and its vertical upward turning must be written apart 

% xian first 

xianhdu one after another 
xionsheng mister 


tL |L it |L |L 

yb^7t-yt-7t’-yt; tL 


The second horizontal stroke of joins the first left-falling stroke. 


<D 


& 


dian electricity 

dianshi TV 
dianhua telephone 


% 




The final vertical upward turning of % goes across its second, third and fourth 
strokes. 




it 


bei north 

Beijing Beijing 
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o-- 

A vertical stroke should be written firstly. The left-falling stroke of the right 
part touches the vetical upward turning, but does not cross it. 



Horizontal Bending with an Upward Hook 
-L (~u) hengzhewangou 

ittm.+iwK* 

The horizontal bending with an upward hook begins with a hne written from left 
to right before its bending at a right angle ended with a rising hook on the right. 
Although changed in various directions, the whole stroke should be completed 
without bring broken. 


© 


% 


jiu nine 


5tr m 


The left vertical falling of JL goes across the horizontal part of its second stroke. 




JL jT which 


4- 

JL 



] 


1 

j 

|_ 



-! 


_| 

i 

i 

_ 

3 

, 

[ 





' 


i 





r 

j 


( 

j 

- 1 - 


The left vertical falling of Jb joins the beginning of its second stroke. Be aware 
of the difference between JL and JL- 




feng wind 


iiuftii 


i 

t 



i 








i 



.r. 



i 


■ 





































































































The hook of the second stroke of H is not so widely curved as in that of the sim¬ 
ilar stroke of Inside the character, the long dot crosses its left-falling short 
stroke. 


w 


■> 


Vertical Hook 


} (J) shugou 

A vertical hook is written from top to bottom with a left upward hook. 


i 


( 

■ T“ 


© 


it 


cai only 

gangcai just now 


f 


E»J, 


Be aware of the difference between the left-falling stroke in yf* and the dot in tJ\ 

© bT ke but 

R]"JEe keshl however 


7 

5 


*51 


*5T 










j 


_ l __ 



11 









f 



| 

_i_ 


In writing Rf the order of strokes is the horizontal stroke first, then the compo¬ 
nent of P and finally the vertical hook. 


© hT 


ge elder brother 

fjf fjf gege elder brother 


3] 


i 

„ 4 „_ 

j 

i 

■J 


1 

I 


_cr 

*w 


tJ 

if 


*» 

if 


_3f_ 


* 
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&mmo 


The top and bottom of If are both “of”, but the final stroke of the upper one is 
not vertical hook but vertical stroke. 





J 


Curved Hook 

i (j) wangou M±|plT^!E,lql^^— 

A curved hook can be formed by a curve and a vertical hook. 


i 


J J le a modal particle 
3?T rnoi le bought 


77 


The character of X is composed of a horizontal hook in connection with a curved 
hook. 

^ f zT son 

J£-7 haizi child 




I 


The character of X can be written by adding a horizontal stroke to T* 


hao good 

nT hao hello 


Jtf jff 
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o a«ws*(±) 


When ± on the left side of the character is used as a radical > the right end of the 
stroke — is shortened and connected with the starting point of the second stroke 
J . And the right side of the character is 



Slant Hook 


V. (M xiegou 

A slant hook can be formed by an arch written from the top left to the lower 
right and a small upward hook. 





The third vertical hook of ^ connects with the first left-falling stroke. Its fourth 
stroke is not a left falling but a rising stroke. The fifth slant hook on its right goes 
across the second horizontal stroke without connecting with the first left-falling. 
On the top right comer of the character is a dot 





J 


Lying Hook 


- M wogou e^£8t|6]SSJSSii 

A lying hook is shaped like a upturned arch with an upward hook. 
















































i d 





0 Xin heart 

guanxTn concern 


-fvli- 

nLr 

.s ^ 




: 

| 

4 



t 



.... -j. — 

j 

.t. 

j 





J 


The dot on the left of '£> goes down from the higher part of the right The rest 


two dots of the character slant to the right 



Horizontal Hock 


- {-*) henggou 

A horizontal hook begins with a level stroke which bends at its right end in the 
form of a small hook. 



i 

i 


j__ 





\ 

i 

I 

i 

i 

—r~ 

: 


i 



. T~ . 



! 

\ 


© mai to buy 

5^Ss]3j mai dongxi to do shopping 


ik 


ik 


Jk kk 


*, h BJT 

Be aware of the first horizontal liook in Under the horizontal hook of 35 is 35. 

i 

© ^ Xlte to study 

-jf'k] xuexl to study* the results of studies 
xuesheng student 




&■ 

^T 


# 


T 



££ 


4& 

j 


i 




-f 


-f 

-J- 



j 



i 
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The upper part is ^; the lower part is -J% The first and second strokes of **" are 
dots; the third stroke is a left falling. These three strokes are arranged from left to 
right. 



Wit] nTmen you 



£*&*M 


The left side is i ♦ the second stroke on the right is 



Read the Following Words, Phrases and Sentences 


Read the Following Words and Phrases. 




i -fc A, -pi -p-t -f“A. 

esd“ i-p -bd" dod“ 

—Tf if wf iff -tf 

A-'S' —W-~d“— —Wdod*^t 

-d- —d—ff*d“i yod-^ir-fcd-TT 

id^ — 

—'WtL — ■&— Wid~A.it 

^ 7 “: 

&: && it-H£ 
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■ o 


Jl: JL3L 

Jl^ J-ftJUt 

-?: m? rkr? 

*f: im *fA *5^£ 

*c: ><^3L *C ^r A-'ts 

-.WTFHW 

Read the Following Sentences. 

1. 

2 . 

3. 4Mn^32U§- 0 

4. —£«U 

5. -f-f 

6. 4Mn$£(ban « class) 











_ g3 * Sa|| Sp. 

Rudiments of Chinese Characters 



wawgi") 

The Strokes of Chinese Characters (C) 


The Strokes and Directions of Chinese Characters 

* * w*wmm . 

The strokes of Chinese characters may be divided into two types in terms of 
their formation: the basic strokes and compound strokes. The first type is com- 
posed of simple dots or lines > and the second made by two or more basic strokes 
without being broken in writing. 

M3ri6i-£^. 

One should be aware that in writing Chinese characters each stroke must go in 
a certain direction. It is important to understand this point and get oneself familiar 
with strokes, for that is the first step towards the progress one makes in writing 
Chinese characters. 

jfiPT s 

/ ; \ 

29 
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There are about 20-30 types of strokes that Chinese characters are composed 
of. The following is but a brief list. 


No. 

Shape 

^Sibi£# 

Name 

Direction 

Example 

1 

— 

fi(heng) 

(The horizontal stroke) 

— 


2 

1 

S(shll) 

(The vertical stroke) 

\ 

-K-f 

3 

) 

«Cpi«) 

(The left falling) 

/ 


4 

V 

®(na) 

(The right falling) 

N. 

A.,/w 

5 


^(dian) 

(The dot) 

* 


6 

/ 

«(t0 

(The rising stroke) 



7 

— ^ 

fi^Chenggou) 

(The horizontal hook) 

~F 


8 

j 

5gffc|(shug6u) 

(The vertical hook) 

J 


9 

) 

Sj?ffc|(wdng6u) 

(The curved hook) 

4 


10 

V. 

^l^I(xiegou) 

(The slant hook) 

\ 


11 


Ehl&Kwogou) 

(The lying hook) 

o 

, <& 

12 

L 

(shuwangou) 

(The vertical upward turning) 

L* 































&%■ 

No. 

mmjfik 

Shape 

Name 

Direction 

Example 

13 

—f 

$fjff(hengzhe) 

(The horizontal turning) 

—* 


i 14 

u 

igHf(shuzhe) 

(The vertical turning to the right) 

L 


15 

L 

jg^(shuwan) 

(The vertical turning) 

L 


16 

V 

H§$t(shut0 

(The vertical-rising stroke) 

u 


17 

£ 

$S#r(piezhe) 

(The left-falling turning) 

£ 


18 

K 

it^(piedian) 

(The left-falling dot) 

c 


19 

7 

$t$Khengpie) 

(The left horizontal falling) 

7 


20 

1 

(hengzhegou) 

(The horizontal turning with a hook) 



21 


(hengzhewangou) 

(The horizontal bending with an upward 
hook) 

“U 


22 


Hf ^ (shuzhezhegou) 

(The vertical and redoubled turning) 



23 

b 

S$fffi(shuzhepie) 

(The vertical turning with a left falling) 



24 

-t 

C hengzhe wan) 

(The horizontal turning with a curve to 
the right) 



25 

1 

StiFfiff#r ¥3 (hengzhezhezhegou) 

(The horizontal and redoubled turning 
with a hook to the left) 

3 
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KfgjifS'X^ a 


No. 

3§lffl?T3t 

Shape 

Name 

Direction 

Example 

26 

% 

^Wii(hengzheti) 

(The horizontal turning with a rising 
stroke) 

> 

s- 

27 

% 

(hengpiewangou) 

(The horizontal with a left falling and a 
curve) 

3 


28 


hengzhezhepie) 

(The horizontal and redoubled turning 
with a left falling) 

? 




The Order of Strokes for writing Chinese Characters (B) 


The Principle of the Stroke Order of Chinese Characters 

Jtlif tb h^bbmix*#. 

The principle of the stroke order is a guiding rule for writing Chinese charac¬ 
ters. The right order helps learners write them fast and beautifully. 


The following is a basic principle of the stroke order for writing Chinese char¬ 
acters; 


m m 


m m 

Principle 

Example 

Order of Strokes 

A horizontal stroke should be written be¬ 
fore a vertical one. 

+ 

- + 

A left falling should be written before a 
right falling. 

a 

J A. 

5fc±ST 

An upper stroke should be written before 
a lower one. 


~ — 
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O iR^iR^TS*(±) 


m m 

Principle 

Example 

m m 

Order of Strokes 

A left component should be given before 
a right one. 



mm 

Outer strokes should be written before 
inner ones. 


) m 

3fc»A^n 

Inside strokes should be completed before 
an enclosing stroke of a frame. 

vs 

\ nrm c? 

A middle stroke should be written before 
strokes on both sides. 

>b 

J <i >b 


mn-. 


What has been stated above is only a basic principle. Sometimes two or more 
rules may be applied to the writing of a single character. For example: 

ftfitJsg+ifciJHT:' r * A 

The following two rules together apply to the writing of TL: The horizontal 
stroke is written before the vertical stroke and the upper stroke is completed before 
the lower one. 

9s&Jm^+9mBm. >' " * + 

The following two rules together apply to the writing of fj b : The left stroke is 
written before the right one, and the horizontal is written before the vertical. 

*»(JsiS+5fc±JsT ! / ^ * 

The following two rules together apply to the writing of ^ * The left-falling 
stroke is written before the right-falling one, and the upper stroke is written before 
the lower one. 

11 * *■ 

The following two rules together apply to the writing of *lk s The middle stroke 
is written before the ones on both sides, and the upper stroke is written before the 
lower one. 
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List of New Characters and Words 


1. it 

bi 

than ( prep ) , to compare 


bljiao 

quite, rather 

1 2. & 

min 

ordinary person 

AR, .. 

renmfn 

people 

3. « 

V 

y 

with 

T & 

key! 

can 


yThou 

after, afterwards 

4. «. 

hen 

very 

4Wfr 

hen hao 

very good 

5. S 

qO 

district 


jiaoqu 

suburbs 

6. tii 

chu 

to go out 


chuqu 

to go out 

7. $ 

0le 

happy, cheerful 


kekou kele 

Coca-Cola 


©yue 

music 

** 

yTnyue 

music 

8. $ 

di 

younger brother 


did! 

younger brother 

9 . n 

men 

door 

no 

menkou 

doorway, entrance 

10 . fn 

men 

(plural suffix') 

ii. # 

you 

to have 


youde 

some 

12. 3 

XI 

to study 


xuexi 

to study 

13. >5“ 

wan 

ten thousand 
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o s*{±) 


14. 

V 

ye 

also 

15. Ml 

ta 

he, him 

fwn 

tamen 

they, them 

16. 4$ 

shu 

book 

17. ft 

de 

(a structural component) 

18. # 

zai 

again 


zaijian 

goodbye 

19. ^ 

nan 

south 


nanbei 

south and north 

20. Tt 

qian 

front 


yTqian 

in the past 

** 

qiantian 

the day before yesterday 

21. /> 

gong 

public 

4S® 

gongyuan 

park 


gongsT 

company, corporation 

22. & 

me 

(a modal partical) 


shenme 

what 

23. -#■ 

zhuan 

special 


zhuanye 

speciality 

24. & 

mei 

not, without 

&^T 

meiyou 

not have, to be without 


mei shenme 

it doesn’t matter 

25. *5 

nai 

milk 


nainai 

grandmother 

26. i£ 

V 

yu 

language 

^ 5 

yiiyan 

language 

Pi# 

kouyu 

spoken language 

27. Jip 

na 

that 

** 

nage 

that 

#iui 

nar 

over there 
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** m»SL^ o 



name 

so, in that way 

28. it 

zhe 

this 

it^h 

zhege 

this 

iUL 

zher 

here 

it'A 

zheme 

in this way, like this 


^ ^ Proper Name 

*«■ 

Yingyu 

English 


Fayu 

French 

tk& 

Deyu 

German 


XTbanyayu 

Spanish 

a* 

Riyu 

Japanese 

-&■* 

e y u 

Russian 


Alaboyu 

Arabic 



The Strokes and Writing of the New Characters 



Vertical Rising 




l (u) shut! tt±|S]T5E,«|S]S±8i«jSa6 

A vertical-rising stroke is a vertical stroke with a short rising from the bottom to 
the right. 




_ 

[_ .. 

j 






i 











; 

-j— 

j 

r- 

.. 

I 

r“*“ 

, 


1 




i 











































-O 


o bt 


br than (.prep ),to compare 
bijiao quite, rather 




Write first —, then write l. Be aware of the difference between ft and 4b. 


min ordinary person 
AK renmin people 


R & 1%, R, R. 


m. KMw&g®, zmm#m. 


The third stroke of ^ is a vertical rising which is different from a vertical hook 
Its final stroke is a slant hook> linking up with the second horizontal stroke. 



yT with 


hT lit kekT can 

\iXfn yThou after * afterwards 





o 


The right component of lit is composed of a left falling and a dot. 



hen very 


hen hao very good 



tig. 


The left is , which is different from -f . The first and second left fallings are 
put one above another. The third vertical stroke joins the second left falling. The 
right is ft, the last two strokes of which are a short left falling followed by a right 
falling. 
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Vertical Turning 


J 


L (U) shuzhe 

A vertical turning to the right begins with a vertical stroke, then turns to the 
right at a right angle. 


© 1 

l^~ qu district 

K jiaoqu suburbs 

E 

E 

E 

E 

j 

i 

f 

i 

_ 

i 


The left-falling stroke of E goes across the long dot. Its final stroke is the ver¬ 
tical turning to the right 


O 


ft 


chu to go out 

chuqu to go out 


iL Jj > L> lb ili 

ili m Xli il» 


The vertical stroke in the middle of dj goes across the upper vertical turning to 
the right, and touches the lower vertical turning to the right 


QZ 


& 


© le happy, cheerful 

nf P nf^ kekou kele Coca-Cola 
(2)yue music 

yTnyue music 


£ & && 


~T 


























































































The second vertical turning to the right of connects with the first left flat ver¬ 
tical falling. Its final dot is different from a right-falling stroke. 

= 

Vertical and Redoubled Turning 
Cali shuzhezhegou 

A vertical and redoubled turning begins with a vertical stroke and a turning to 
the right, and then goes down with an upward hook to the left. It is considered one 
stroke without being broken anywhere. 





di younger brother 


didi younger brother 


~%r 

** 

if? 


; 


•p 

#\ 





i 







I 

1 








The vertical stroke in the middle of *$s connects with the horizontal turning 
without going across it 


0 ) 

Horizontal Turning with a Hook 
1 (3) hengzhegou 

«#ta-^8 

The writing of the horizontal turning with a hook begins with a horizontal stroke 
written from the left to the right, connected with a vertical and a hook to the left 
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o 



men door 

HI I menkou doorway, entrance 


...J 

'1 

L 

-1 


L 

. 1 

i'b. 

I 

1 



i 







j 

i 


1 


j~~~ 

1 

1 

1 

1 


r 

l 

1 

1 



j 


"1 

r 







I — 

. 


The verticals of f“J should be placed on both sides of the central line of a square 


printed on the writing paper. 




in 


men (plural suffix ) 


in in in in in 


The lift side is 4 , the right side is fX 


© 


yOU to have 
%{$ youde some 


^ # tt 




The first and second strokes of go across one another. The lower component is 
an altered ^ whose first stroke changes from the left falling to a vertical stroke. 



xT to study 


^-5 xuexi to study 



The second stroke of 5 is a dot followed by a rising stroke. 
















































































® 7 j 


wan ten thousand 


3F 2T 


5MgJ 

The left-falling stroke of 7J connects with its first and second strokes. 


<d ifc 


ye also 


-fc -dfc 


Of the horizontal turning with a hook of til, the horizontal part slightly goes up 
to the right * and its vertical part slants to the lower left. Generally, its vertical up¬ 
ward turning going across or connecting with other strokes, like a vertical turning 
to the right, is finally written. 


© 


m 


ta he, him 

fill if] tamer) they, them 




The left side is \ , the right side is til. 


4? 


shu book 


4 $ 4 $ 4 $ 4 » 


£±M/£*J§2f. 

The first stroke of ^ is not a horizontal hook but a horizontal turning. The dot 
on the right of the top should be given finally. 
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O 


© 


de (a structural component) 


&) # % # # $/ 1# 


The left side is £] , the right side is / \J. Horizontal turning with a hook joins the 
left falling. 


© 


zai again 

SiftL zoijion goodbye 


-fr # # # # # 


The first horizontal stroke inside the open frame of ^ doesn’t touch both side 
strokes»but the lower parallel line goes across them. The vertical stroke in the mid¬ 
dle crosses the first horizontal stroke inside the open frame, but connects with the 
lower parallel one. 


0 


nan south 

jfjjt nonbei south and north 


if} if} if} if} if/ if} if} if} if/ 


The second stroke of ® is not a left-falling. Its fifth stroke is a dot, and the 
sixth is a left-falling short stroke. The final vertical goes across the seventh hori¬ 
zontal stroke. 


> r , 


© HU 


qian front 

IMltlf yTqian in the past 

}]|J qiantian the day before yesterday 






B'J 


B'l 


B'J 




fl'J 


S'] 


a 
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o 3mRWt*(±) 


The fourth stroke of fff is not a left falling but a vertical. Its fifth stroke is a hor¬ 
izontal turning with a hook, and the eighth a short vertical, the final a vertical 
hook. 



J 


Left-falling Turning 
/ U) piezhe 

A left-falling turning is composed by writing the left-falling stroke with a turning 
to the right without being broken 


i 


i 


© & 


gong public 

•&IH gongyuan park 

gongsT company, corporation 


'A 


'A 


'A 


The top part of is not A or A> but A- 
© ''A me (a modal particle) 

i 

ftA shenme what 






1 






—j— 




















E»J, 


The two parts of ^ is written by putting one above the other. It would be wrong if 
they are arranged side by side. Be aware of the difference between and 





































































o 



E#fl* 


J 


Vertical Turning with a Left Falling 


4 (V} shuzhepie 

A vertical turning with a left falling is composed by writing a vertical slanting to 
the left* then a horizontal short stroke that turns to lower left, and finally a left¬ 
falling stroke. As one stroke it cannot be broken anywhere. 


0 



zhuan special 
tr zhuanye speciality 


^ ^ ^ ^ 




The third stroke of ^ is one stroke. It would be wrong if it is written in two 
parts$ a vertical and a left horizontal falling. 


Horizontal Turning with a Curve 
**■ (^V hengzhewan 


A horizontal tuning with a curve to the right is composed by writing a short horizon¬ 
tal that turns at a right angle with a curve to the right. The stroke cannot be broken 
anywhere. 










































































© <SL mei not, without 

StW meiyou not have, to be without 
mei shenme it doesn't matter 


-yfe- 




>k- 

■$fr 

& 



j 


E 

i 




/3v 

/3L 

.“7 

.i 

- ..| 

f 

*”1 


The left side is t , right and first half department of ^ do not take the hook, 
different from JL 


Horizontal and Rdoubled Turning with a Hook to the Left 
■5 (3) hengzhezhezhegou 

, mm « 

A horizontal and redoubled turning with a hook to the left begins with a short 
level stroke, then turns to the lower left, and repeats in the same manner, ends up 
with a hook to the left. However zigzag it may be, the stroke cannot he broken an¬ 
ywhere. 




M ^ til ^ o 


The left side of $} is ~i £, and the horizontal stroke connects with the left falling 
without going across it As for the right part, the left vertical falling links up with 
the horizontal and redoubled turning with a hook to the left No crossing should be 
made here. 
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o- 



Honzontal Turning with a Rising Stroke 


* (>) hengzheti 

A horizontal turning with a rising stroke begins with a very short horizontal 
stroke, then turns down and rises up to the right The stroke should be completed 
without being broken. 



© In 


yu language 

inH yuyan language 


Pia kouyu spoken language 





1 



jT" 

- j - 


if- 


*§- 


if 


if 


% 


if 


if 


if 


if 






The left component of ®is i. The upper part of the right is 3 l; the lower part 
is P, The left vertical stroke of P should be written first, then the horizontal 
turning, finally the lower horizontal stroke. 


Horizontal with a Left Falling and a Curve 
* (3) hengpiewangou 

As the name implies, a horizontal with a left falling and a curve begins with a 
very short horizontal stroke that is followed by a left falling and a curve The 
whole stroke should be completed without being broken. 


X 





L_ 





. 
















hr" 

1 
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«s 


na that 

nage that 

jiPJ L ndr over there 

name so, in that way 






atfui , mm-i 


The first stroke of % on the left is a horizontal turning with a hook; the fourth 
stroke, the left-falling stroke goes across the two horizontal strokes. P on the right 
should be written as the horizontal bending with an upward hook first which is one 
stroke without being broken. The last stroke is the vertical one. 


+- mamm ) 

Horizontal and Redoubled Turning with a Left Falling 
) {}) hengzhezhepie 

A horizontal and redoubled turning with a left falling can be formed by writing a 
short horizontal and redoubled turning, and ending with a left falling. 


) 


-!- 


i 



. J 


_j_ 


i 

i 

! 


i 


i 

T 







j 



T" 

. j 

r - 


♦sD iK zhe this 


zhege this 
Zher here 

zheme in this way, like this 



stf wu w &=m . m&t . 
































































The character can be formed by writing jC before the component jL is given 
at its lower part of the left* The final component consists of a dot, a left horizontal 
falling and a flat running stroke to the right. 



Read the Following Words, Phrases and Sentences 


Read the Following Words and Phrases, 
jfc s tkfo% 

v%. 

fax mm tvy mx m** 

tb : &£■ tbn 

n: itn j&n xn no 

>rn: wi xtctaMn *t(taMn >un 

xaxd &&.{n 

it: *4 it^ itn utj& 

#A. 

>£&: ifc-m 4MTJSE 

4$: SU** BiM* 

#,-£§“4$ S2L& ^ 4$ 

<ft: 4U&*& 44^0#T 

-f-f 

#: #JSL #X# 
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, 

st: st(#)A at#-# at#n >it#K at#*#, 
at#** at#^n **.«#* 

*s cr#- 25C* *f *# 

di.'f'^^E, 

ii/t*** 

^iurrafo* 

Read the Following Sentences. 

1. 

2. iiX^Aat#**^. 

3. 

4. T*TfcSt#7,4MJJA#£o 

5. ASt# ib -i-»^ A-fc'F *b •£■ o 

6 . 

7. HO#— 

8. ### &#$. 

9. 

10. A 

*»#-4n^PCdOU f all) ^ ^ *■# o 








g**HR 

Rudiments of Chinese Characters 



Pictographic Scripts 

In terms of meaning single Chinese character can be divided into two types* 
pictographic script and self-explanatory character. 


Pictographic scripts are simple drawings representing people or objects 
referred to. They are derived from pictures of natural phenomena, people, human 
features, animals, plants and tools of production or instruments for daily use that 
are easy to draw. In the process of the simplification and abstraction of scripts, 
















however, renewed forms of the scripts are very different from what they had been 
made for the first time: There is a great difference between the inscriptions on ox 
bones or tortoise shells of the ancient times and the modern regular Chinese 
scripts. As a matter of fact, the pictographic scripts have lost their original fea¬ 
tures and become pure written symbols. 

MtE%. 

There is only a small number of pictographic scripts, roughly making up 5 per¬ 
cent of the total Chinese characters. However pictography is the basic method of 
Chinese writing and the foundation of Chinese formation. It is therefore important 
for learners to study them, so as to better understand the origin and structure of 
Chinese characters* 

The pictographic scripts what we have teamed already are as follows: 
gong to work 

worker 


The ancient written form of X is in the 
shape of a tool. The character originally 
means tool, and has by extension come to 
mean "worker”. 



IA gongren 














ren man 

XA gongrert worker 




I 1-K-a 

The ancient written form of A is in the 
shape of a man who is standing sideways. 



nO female 
AA nCren woman 



zi son 





The ancient written form of ^ is in the 
shape of a woman who is going down on 
her knees with arms crossed her breast. 


XA zTnO sons and daughters ■ 






The ancient written from of is like a 
baby with head, both arms stretching out 
and legs in his infancy. 
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xin heart 



Oil men door 

H P menkou entrance 

IFrwf 

The ancient written form of P is in the 
shape of the two parts of a door. 




you to have 

meiyou to have not 



v. -irwn" ! m-% *»$g. 

The ancient written form of is in the 
shape of a hand with a slice of meat. Thus 
is symbolizes "have". The lower compo¬ 
nent of is similar to except is first 
stroke is a vertical 


53 






























\ 




List of New Characters and Words 


1. ^ 

Odd 

big 

XA 

daren 

adult 

X# 

daxue 

©dai 

university 


daifu 

doctor 

2. A 

fu 

man 


zhangfu 

husband 

3. 3 - 

li 

to erect 


lijiaoqiao 

overpass, flyover 

4. £ 

jiao 

to cross 


jiaotong 

traffic 

5. O' 

xiao 

small 

O'# 

xiaoxue 

primary school 

0 '*c* 

xiaoxln 

careful 

6 . X 

er 

son 

X# 

erzi 

son 

*X 

nO’er 

daughter 

7. 3C 

fu 

father 


fuzT 

father and son 

8 . #■ 

mu 

mother 


munQ 

mother and daughter 

SL^r 

fumu 

father and mother, parents 

9. o 

kou 

mouth 

n-i-#- 

kouyu 

spoken language 

An 

renkou 

population 

10.4 

V 

er 

ear 

4£ 

erduo 

ear 
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O R«W**{±) 


4^ 

erjT 

11 . s 

mil 

sir 

muqian 

12. -gr 

she 


shetou 

13. 4 

ya 


shua ya 

14. 4 

shou 


xlshoujian 

15. JL 

zu 

JU& 

zuqiu 

16. it 

> 

ZJ 

iie, 

X .V 

Zljl 

17. t 

shou 


shouxian 

18. ® 

mian 

IT® 

qianmian 


houmian 

X ® 

shangmian 

T® 

xiamian 

19. J*L 

jian 

JSL& 

jianmian 

20. X 

you 

x—x 

you***you 


earphone 

eye 

at present 
tongue 
tongue 
tooth 

to brush one’s teeth 
hand 

toilet, lavatory 
foot 
football 
self 

oneself 

head 

first 

face 

in front of 
behind 
upward 
downward 
to see 
to meet 
again 
as well as 
















The Origin and Writing of the New Characters 



(pda big 


AA daren 

[ - ALL i "x / 

A^F daxue 



©dai 

adult AA doifu doctor 

university 

A 

The ancient written form of is in the 
shape of a man standing with two hands 
and feet apart 





The right falling of jz comes out from the crossing point of the first two 
strokes. The leflrand right-falling strokes end at about the same level* 



fu man 


zhangfu husband 

^ A. 

The ancient written form of is in the 
shape of a man standing with a clasp in his 
hair --a symbol of manhood. 



A A A A 

































































The first horizontal stroke of is shorter than the second one underneath. 
The left-falling stroke goes across the first two horizontal strokes. 


QAL li to erect 


F lijiaoqiao overpass, flyover 





The fourth stroke of \L is a left falling, and the lower horizontal stroke is lon¬ 
ger than the upper one. 


©3C 


jiao to cross 


^CjS jiaotong traffic 































































o 


Under the horizontal stroke of 3c the left falling and the dot on the right are 
not connected. But the lower left-falling stroke goes across the right-falling one. 


e 


/h 


xiao small 

xiaoxue primary school 
xiaoxln careful 




The ancient written form of /Jn is com¬ 
posed cf three dots, symbolizing grains of 
sands, or tiny things. 


'j' 


dv 


\ 


j 

! 



j 





| 






-i— 


i ■ 

! 


The writing of /J^ begins with the vertical hook in the middle, then the left¬ 
falling and right-falling strokes. 



er son 


)L "f erzi son 
jfcJ L nO’er daughter 



H44 

The ancient written form of JL is in the shape 
of a baby, Jni is its complicated form 















































O SWiRWfcU) 



The two strokes of JL are separated in writing. The second stroke is a vertical 
upward turning. Be aware of the difference between JL and /L. 


fu father 

fuzl father and son 

The ancient written form of X is in the 
shape of a hand holding a stone ax, indica¬ 
ting a man working with an ax in hand 
The character stands for “father” or sen¬ 
ior male members of a family such as 
grandfather, elder or younger uncles. 



#—Si&WSS-ISj&ISffi. TWttt.KfflJE. 

sm±. 


The first stroke of X is a left falling, its second stroke is a dot. They are not 
supposed to be connected. The lower-left and right-falling strokes go across one 
another. The intersection should be in the middle of the vertical line on squared pa¬ 
per. 



© 




mu mother 

■fij munQ mother and daughter 

fumu father and mother, parents 
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s*,*K#a:SjL«ija*»ft. 

The ancient written form of is in the 
shape of a woman with breasts sitting on 
her knees. Obviously she is the mother of 
a baby. 


rn_ pT- P7- pi- pl - 
"ZfT “ZjT Tjr T5p 




«*«±. 


The first stroke of ^ is a vertical turning, slanting to the lower right. Its sec¬ 
ond stroke is a horizontal turning with a hook, slanting in the same manner. Its 
fourth stroke is a horizontal which is supposed to be written in the middle on 
squared paper. 


(!) I—I kou mouth 

Pin kouyu spoken language 
^ P renkou population 


V? 

-Tp” 

rH 

I 







i 









w 

| 







.i 

i— 


r~”~ 








>msf. 


The ancient written form of D is like a 
human open mouth. 







































































The writing of P begins with a vertical stroke, goes on with a horizontal 
turning, and ends up with a enclosing horizontal stroke. 


© -t]^ er ear 

erduo ear 
Ej-til erjT earphone 



The final stroke of If is a slanting horizontal to the upper right that joins the 
left vertical and goes across the right vertical. 



mil eye 


S HI) muqian at present 






Hie ancient written form of f=j is like a hu¬ 
man eye which later is written with the left 
end up and the right end down. In modem 


Chinese the character is not used alone. 
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o 


dl 

4 

dl 

4 



j 




I 


FT 

R 

_J_ 

R 




T“ 

! 


7. 


iff. 

E #| 0 


The second stroke of g is a horizontal turning. The two horizontal strokes 
are written before the lower enclosing horizontal. Be aware of the difference be¬ 
tween g and If-. 



she tongue 

n*r3(? shetou tongue 



J — £-*1§r 

The ancient written form of ^ is in the 
shape of the tongue of a snake with the 
mouth as the lower part of the charater. 
The reason why the symbol of snake’s 
forked tongue is chosen as the written 
form is possibly because of its striking 
features. 





The first stroke of ^ is a left fiat falling. The part of P should he written in 
a right size to match the foregoing part of the character. 



ya tooth 

shua ya to brush one’s teeth 












































■ 


o a^iR3S«MK(±) 



The final stroke of comes out from the joint point of the second and third 
strokes. 


© 


shou hand 

|b] xlshouj ian toilet, lavatory 




The ancient written form of ^ is in the 
shape of five fingers of a hand* 


-f- -!• -f -f 




The first stroke of ^ is not a horizontal but a left flat falling. Its final stroke 
is not a vertical rising but a vertical hook to the left. 
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o 



ZU foot 


zuqiu football 





The final stroke of J5L is a left flat falling, linking up with the left falling and 
the lower vertical strokes. 


0 (eJ zi self 

il S zijT oneself 


W.A«]*-#1t#SBAMH : . JB9l**r 
“ S B”A. 

The ancient form of § is like the shape of 
a man's nose. Speaking of oneself, one of“ 
ten point to his nose. Later it is extended 
to the meaning of “self*. 




k t) &m i % 























































§ can be written by adding a left felling short stroke to the top of 



shou head 


UfA shouxicn 



first 



*K«s«b*w*. mw% u mm”2LX, 


The ancient written form of tl" is in the 
shape of a human head. The character 
originally meant the head of a person or an 
animal* and has by extension come to 
mean “leader” or “beginning”. 


ir'it "ir ^ t "ir 'ir "ir # 


*=S6*3f»tc-jitlL.Tiiift“ g”. 


Under the horizontal stroke of "fi is ||. 



mi an face 


BU® qianmian in front of 
Jp® houmian behind 
_t® shangmian- upward 
downward 

& -► 

4»iw- 

MAUBSt. 

The ancient written form of H is in the shape 
of a human face with an eye in the middle 
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o 


if? if? if? S? if? if? ii? if? tS? 




The two short vertical strokes inside the square link up with the upper and 
lower horizontal strokes. Between the two verticals are two parallel short horizon¬ 
tal strokes. 



jian to see 


JaLM jianmian 



to meet 


I fHhXHL I 

SrtH?l?AB;>±-.RAIB. $5iUT 


The ancient written form of JAL is like a 
human body with an eye on the top, sym¬ 
bolizing that attention is given to some¬ 
thing. ji is the complicated form of JSL* 






The left falling stroke of JSL goes up higher than the vertical upward turning 
on its right. 

you again 

5L .. you—you - " as well as 

The ancient written form of is like a 
right hand stretching out for something. 
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X 

X 






r - ......j _ 

: 




t 

i 





1 



i 







% -■ mmm m m ^ t m m & 

m±. 


The second stroke of X connects the beginning of the left horizontal falling. The 
joint point should be written in the middle on the squared paper* 



Read the Following Words, Phrases and Sentences 


Read the Following Words and Phrases. 

A: AA A# AH AX A# A*# 

A&4E Ad' A/L^ AAJL 
d'r d'*c> d'r£ d'A/L d'-f- d'4^0 

d'JM* 

/L: Ait /LA 

a s Ap a£ *c>a a?§- /LaA. 

#; A if IT -# if if■$’! (toothbrush) 
if# (gao, toothpaste) 

®: It® v&® A® T® X® 4t® ®® 


Read the Following Sentences. 

1 . $/fn5UL®T„ 

2. #*^Ai^(gei» for, to) /L-f-^T— 0 

3. /L-f-^^A, A/L-f-d',, 

4. A# XA 0 
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o----- 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8. >hAjb-i-To 

9. 4b^#>.££#rt^£o 

10 . 

11. illL^^-f-lal^Cma)? 

12. i It ^ @ (Zhongguo, China) A^tt •H-'fotyi, a hundred 


million) o 










g*«HR 

Rudiments of Chinese Characters 



The Complicated and Simplified Chinese Characters 

in*-+ ! MrwW®W*mJblSm 
Win. =ts - S.JJ - X. 


"Complicated characters” and “simplified characters” are two terms in a rela¬ 
tive sense. If there are two or more ways to write a character, the one containing 
fewer strokes is known as a simplified character, and the other is a complicated 
one. For example; ^5 - 7J - M etc, 

T«RWffc3f£M964 ¥iH^^T«fiJ^m*K1986 *,»&*»* 

#** t »* t 2,235 

There have been simplified and complicated characters ever since they came in¬ 
to being. Complicated characters consist of many strokes, therefore they are diffi¬ 
cult to be written. To reduce the difficulty the Chinese people never stop improving 
the writing of them. In 1956 the Chinese Government promulgated The Scheme for 
the Simplification of Chinese Characters , and in 1964 A Genera/ List of Simpli¬ 
fied Chinese Characters was issued There renewed list of simplified characters 
that was publicized in 1986 after some modification, contains 2,235 characters as 
the standard written Chinese symbols. 
















List of New Characters and Words 



1. El 

ri 

sun, day 


rizi 

day 

2. ft 

yue 

month 

-ft 

ylyue 

January 

3- 

bai 

white 


baitian 

daytime 

4. ^ 

shut 

water 


shuTpfng 

level 

5. 

huo 

fire 


huoshan 

volcano 

6. % 

qi 

air 


tianqi 

weather 


sheng qi 

angry 

7. ^ 

V 

yu 

rain 

T ^ 

xia yu 

to rain 

8. ■£■ 

yun 

cloud 


baiyun 

white cloud 

9. dj 

shan 

mountain 


shanqu 

mountain area 

10. & 

shf 

stone 


shitou 

stone 

11. B? 

tian 

farmland 

B?.£ 

tian li 

in the field 

12. i 

tu 

earth 
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tgdi 

land 

13. * 

mu 

wood 


mCitou 

timber 

14. 

ml 

rice 

** 

dam! 

rice 

15. jL 

dou 

bean 

iiL 

tudou 

potato 

16. 

gua 

melon 

£}&- 

xlgua 

watermelon 

17. 

guo 

fruit 


shuTguo 

fruit 

18. 4t 

zhu 

bamboo 


zhuzi 

bamboo 

19. A 

sheng 

to give birth to 

40 

shengri 

birthday 


daxuesheng 

university student 


zhongxuesheng 

middle school student 


xiaoxuesheng 

primary school student 

20. *. 

iai 

to come 

ifaijt 

chulai 

to come out 

Ji*. 

shanglai 

to come up 


xialai 

to come down 


houlai 

later 



The Origin and Writing of the New Characters 



ri sun, day 
0 T' rizi day 

















o 


3^0-0 

n. jg5i^»“as’*iBifisi#.fir“-s”. 

W-S*. 3SftR®>t J “B”-J«#J ; B. 

The ancient written form of 0 is like a 
sun in the sky. Its shape became a square 
as it was cut or written so. Originally it 
meant “sun”*figuratively it refers to “day¬ 
time” or “day and night”. In modern Chi¬ 
nese it does not stand alone, but is often 
used to form polysyllabic words. 






The short horizontal stroke inside of the frame of 0 goes before the closing 
line underneath. Be aware of the difference between 0 and 1=1. 

yUG month 

ylyue January 

3-t ~n 

JSSeffl 

flfttHfWB 30 ft.T 

ft—¥s£SrT 32 4-R. 

The ancient written form of M is like a 
crescent Later the character stands for a 
time unit of thirty days, and thus there 
are twelve months in a year. 
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The first stroke of J=J is a left vertical falling. The two short horizontals can 
only be completed after outer part is written. 



bai white 


baitian daytime 



The ancient written form of 0 is like a 
grain of rice. Because the colour of rice is 
white, it is used to mean “white”. 


& & & & & 


^ can be written by adding a left falling stroke to 0 which should be a bit wi¬ 
der in size. 



shuT water 


/XT slumping 



level 



^ 75 /Xtft » ^fj& 65,4 ) d 


The ancient written form of is like run¬ 
ning water. The zigzag lines in the centre 
symbolize running water, the dots on both 
sides symbolize drops of water or waves. 







































4/ 




\ 

I 


j 

j 


i 

j 

/V 




\ 

j 






1 



i£*l»HWM. 


The writing of begins with the central vertical hook. Its second stroke is a 
left horizontal falling stroke that cannot he broken into two parts. The falling 
strokes on both sides should not extend further than the central vertical hook 
does. 

O A hUO fire 


Alii huoshan volcano 



The second stroke of A is a short falling stroke. Its central component is A. 



q] air 

tianqi weather 
sheng qi angry 


A 
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W. “*” 

AW. 


The ancient written form of *% is in the shape 
of floating clouds* The original meaning of the 
character is “mist” It has by extension come 
to mean “air” in general. M is the complicated 
form of %. 


At 


/ir 

Air 












| 




u 







| 







-j 

f - 







The first stroke of % is a left-falling short stroke. Its second, third and fourth 
strokes should be arranged in an equal distance. The second horizontal stroke is 
shorter than the one on the top* The last stroke is a horizontal bending with an up¬ 
ward hook. 


") pj'J yu rain 

~FM Xia yu to rain 

The ancient written form of M is in the shape 
of falling raindrops. The horizontal stroke on 
the top symblizes the sky, and the dots un¬ 
derneath are supposed to be raindrops. 




iipj #} 
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o - 

The dots on both sides of M should be arranged downwards and in one direc¬ 
tion, 

f\ yun cloud 

z? baiyun white cloud 

ffl. 

The ancient written form of z? is floating 
clouds. The two horizontal strokes symbolize 
cloud layers. The curved hods indicates a 
cloud cluster. # is its complicated form. 



— 



tf _ | 

i;_ _ 

1 

.J 

L_ 











j 

& 



/jS 


j 


i 

I 

1 












The top horizontal stroke is shorter than the one below. Underneath is the 
component A. 

M| shan mountain 

III K shanqu mountain area 

fiAA -^tU d-f 




4t 


,i. 

| 

i 


i- 

1 





UH 




“1“" 



\ . 

” T t. 



The ancient written form of lU is like 
three peaks standing side by side. 





































































o 5m n ^s*(±) 




The stroke order of LU is a higher vertical before the vertical turning to the 

* 

right. 


© 5 


shi stone 
5^? shitou stone 



The first stroke of 5 is a horizontal one which connects with the left falling 
without going across it. 


© EH 


tian farmland 

EBS tian li in the field 



A ik 
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p . M- ft )fa 

__ 

In writing IB, the cross strokes should be given before the closing horizontal. 
Its first vertical stroke and the vertical part of the second stroke should slant to the 
inside, so as to write the character neatly and beautifully. 


0 J2 tu earth 

~h j$, tudi land 

0 ^± Jl 

The ancient written form of i is in the 
shape of a small mound. 


L 

i. 

4- 






— 



q- 







j ; 





±M ■ T«& ■ E9J. 



The first horizontal strtfe.% i_ is shorter firaa the kywex csk.. Its vertical 
stroke goes across the first horizontal, but only links up with the second one. Be a- 
ware of the difference between ± and I. 



mu wood 


mutou timber 






The ancient written form of Tfc is in the 
shape of a tree with leaves on the top and 
roots at the bottom. The middle stroke 
symbolizes the trunk. 


















































7V 




Hie vertical stroke in the middle is written without a hook. The lower part of the 
strokes on both sides should not go further than the vertical stroke does. 


(0 


* 


mi nee 


dam! rice 



The first stroke of ^ is a dot. Its second stroke is a left-falling short stroke. 


0 dou bean 

tudou potato 


T«fc. 

The ancient written form of M. is like a 
food container with high feet presented in 
a ceremony of worshipping. But now the 
character stands for beans or peas. 


2-vS ■ *SL 
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*•**&*o 


X? 

V? - 



.j_ 

r 

j 





.1 


t 







*- 




ej 

* y_ 




5te±^T D 

The character M can be only written from top to bottom. Its fifth stroke is a 
dot whereas the sixth stroke is a left-falling short stroke. The component P in the 
middle should be oblong. 


© jn 


gua melon 

xlgua watermelon 




The ancient written form of fE. is like a 
melon growing on a plant. 


1§S- Jfcy. jfis: /fL 


. 4>(6]J6Et&Sl£H«g. 


Unlike /R» JE contains a vertical rising stroke and a dot in the middle 


© 



guo fruit 

TjC^ shuTguo fruit 



T*Tf 

The ancient written form of ^ is like fruit 
growing from a tree 



Jg. 

7nL 


5 ? 






TgJ 

k 




















































































o a=?iR^w(±) 


The vertical stroke of jpl in the middle, written without a hook, is connected 
with the horizontal turning. 


It 


zhu bamboo 

Zhuzi bamboo 




The ancient written form of ¥[ is in the 
shape of two hanging leaves of bamboo. 


% % % 


>.5iW 


The third stroke of ft is a vertical stroke whereas the sixth stroke is a vertical 


hook. 


0 '±- sheng to give birth to 

0 shengri birthday 

daxuesheng university student 
zhongxuesheng middle school student 
/j\^4* xiaoxuesheng primary school student 

The ancient written form of is in the 
shape of a seedling symbolizing the 
growth of anything. 












































*=£»*»* o 


i i i !k !k 




The fourth stroke of ^ is a vertical going across the first and second horizon¬ 
tals, and joining the lower horizontal- 


ID 



lai to come 


£iJ5|£ chulai to come out 
sharglai to come up 
xialai to come down 
houlai later 

AUcJiffi3|5&i ,«AT» ? 

The ancient written form of is like a 
wheat plant, hence the earliest form of 
It was believed that wheat was carried 
and spread by the birds in the autumn and 
that it could be harvested the next year. 
Therefore 3^ also means “arrival”. 




The vertical stroke in the middle of goes across the top and lower horizontal 
strokes. 
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Read the Following Words, Phrases and Sentences 


Read the Following Words and Phrases. 


El : 

B-f- £B 

B*§- 

6. 

A A 



AA AA 


A: 

AA A»b 

AA 

A: 

A^ 


>b : 

diJi OjT 
A>b:FA 

>b-£ 


A^ d'flg 

rm 


;S^f 

>U£ 

A: 

A A *A 


A: 

& A AA 

TA 


£B A A 

A£ 

-Jl 

January 


■2./J 

March 



May 


-b^ 

July 



September 


+- 

f\ November 

—AwA-f-M — 

B 

—AA-M^A^ ab 


BA ^10 





xhE 

ih A A»h 

dj A 


v^A 

)s& 


-A 

*4 &4 

#4 


February 



April 



June 



August 


+ /! 

October 



"h-TL J£J December 
1th October 1949 
5th September 2003 
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mm o 


Read the Following Sentences. 

1. —o 

2. T^T. 

3. 

4. 

5. — jS.0^^^4 9 . 

6. di E.JlM£-.£, it^^o 

7. ;L^3*#,Sl#£A7o 

8 . 

9. 0 

10 . 

11. A.4«4B3i^A0? 

B o 

12. A,#*^? 
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Rudiments of Chinese Characters 

The Change of the Written Forms of Chinese Characters 

±W¥*:fc»***«#±M£:£>JS3|SXtfTaHJ. 
TJM5,mXitiSST(g=t5. »«* 

=f 4f#5tsa^ n . ■-scsi^fl# «m. mmmi 

MW¥#. 

The written forms of Chinese characters have changed continuously over the 
past three thousand years. The oldest characters are the inscriptions cut on the tor¬ 
toise shells or animals' bones and on ancient bronze objects. The seal writing came 
into being before official script (about 2,000 years ago) and the regular script. 
There is also the running hand in addition to the cursive writing. The regular script 
has been used as a formal style of writing for more than one thousand years where¬ 
as the running hand is the most useful style that people use every day. 






















*k 




List of New Characters and Words 


1. 

ma 

horse 

4-t 

mashang 

at once 


malu 

road 

2. 4 

niu 

cattle 


niunai 

milk 

3. 4 

yang 

goat, sheep 


yangrou 

lamb (as food) 

4 # 

mao 

hair 


maoyl 

sweater, jumper 

44.' 

yangmao 

wool 

5. & 

yu 

fish 

Jt $] 

yurou 

fish (as food) 

6. 4 

niao 

bird 


xiaoniao 

little bird 

7. 

fei 

to fly 


feijl 

aeroplane 

8. # 

fei 

not 


feichang 

very 

9. ^ 

V 

yu 

feather 

334, 

yiimao 

feather 

33 4*$- 

yumaoqiu 

badminton 

10. it 

long 

dragon 

11. 3L 

hu 

tiger 


laohu 

tiger 


mamahuhu 

so-so (casual) 

12. |L 

xiang 

elephant 


daxiang 

elephant 















o s(±) 


13. ft 

rou 

^ft 

niurou 

14. & 

shi 


shitang 

15. ft 

neng 

Tft 

keneng 

16. ft 

1 icing 

17. m 

hui 


huilai 

18. A 

qu 


huiqu 

X-£r 

shangqu 

T A 

xiaqu 

19. ft 

jtn 

&ft 

gongjln 

20. # 

©xing 


bu xing 


xtngren 


©hang 


yfnhang 

21. A 

zou 


meat 

beef 

to eat 

dining hall 

able 

possible 

two 

to return 
to come back 
to go 

to go back 

to go up 

to go down 

(a unit for weight) 

kilogramme 

OK, to walk on, to go 

impossible 

passerby 

profession, line of business 
bank 

to go, to leave 




The Origin and Writing of the New Characters 



ma horse 

Sf_t mashang at once 
mol Cl road 

















o 




The ancient written form of ^ is in the 
shape of a horse seen from the side. It has 
a long face with hair on the neck* 


hh 


a 


The writing of -5» begins with a horizontal turning, and goes on with a vertical 
and redoubled turning towards the lower left. 



niu cattle 

Or] 03 niunai milk 





The ancient written form of 4 1 is in the 
shape of the head of cattle with a pair of 
big curved horns and ears (indicated by 
the lower horizontal) , and a face (indicat- 
ed by the middle vertical) between them. 





The final vertical stroke goes across the two horizontals. Be aware of the 
difference between tfr and 




































































o 



yang goat, sheep 

#■$1 yangrou lamb (as food) 



There is an equal space between one horizontal and the others, but the middle 
one is the shortest. The final vertical joins the top horizontal. 




mao hair 

maoyT sweater, jumper 
yangmao wool 




The ancient written form of % is like the 
hair on the human or animals 3 skin. 




The first stroke of ^ is a left flat falling* and its final stroke is a vertical up¬ 
ward turning. Be aware of the difference between % and 


































































yu fish 

ikftl yurou fish (as food) 






The ancient written form of & is in the shape 
of a fish with its head,body, scales and fin. 




\& 


^ 




& 


iJMWfr ^ : •, * IW ffl 1 ”. 5fc«*W*- jSUL . 

On the top of EE] is the component **. The final stroke is a long horizontal. 


niao bird 

/J\^ xiaoniao little bird 





The first stroke of is a left-falling short stroke, and its second is a horizon¬ 
tal turning with a hook and the third stroke is a dot inside. 
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feijl aeroplane 

inmPtT 

*««=?(# fi.JLSKfffflfBffiS't’TsaS?) 

The ancient written form of is in the 
shape of a flying bird in the sky. 



% 


-4— 


— 

- — -f- 

-i 

r 

• 

i 

• -4— 

j 


The first stroke of is a horizontal bending with an upward hook* and its 
second stroke is a left falling, Tlie character is finalized by one dot. 




fei not 


## feichang 



very 

IJL-A - 4 EI 

XT,31 **“*.**"££. 

The ancient written form of 4^ is in the 
shape of a flying bird with both wings 
stretching backwards. Therefore it sym¬ 
bolizes “go against”. The basic meaning 
of the character is “mistake” or “incor¬ 
rect”, and thus has by extension come to 
mean “not” or “no”. 


# # # # # # # # 


* H £ H 4 ] 111 tEfcUtii ^ It filler 
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o-- 

*.*Htt**fi. 

The two vertical strokes of # should be placed on both sides of a central line 
of the square-lined writing paper. The three short horizontals attached to both ver¬ 
ticals should be arranged with equal space in between. The middle one on both 
sides is the shortest of all. 



yu feather 


33% yumao feather 
33%i& yumaoqiu badminton 



The ancient written form of is in the 
shape of two feathers. 






The twin 3J should be written in about equal size and length. 



long dragon 


m.. 

The ancient written form of % is like an 
animal with a widely-open mouth. In Chi¬ 
nese fables the dragon is believed to be a 
sacred animal. 


M 
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&&&&& 



























































The horizontal stroke of goes across the left falling and is connected with 
its third stroke. The final stroke of the character is a dot on the right top. 



hU tiger 

laohu tiger 

mamahOhu so-so (casual) 






The ancient written form of is in the shape 
of a tiger with its head up* tail down, widely 
open mouth, sharp teeth and claws as well as 
special stripes on the akin. 




rk 



tk 

jk 

jet 

i 


; 




J3jLk 

Mj 

J/L 


JjjL 

JsL 

j 







The inside component of is not tj hut -fc,the lower component is not )L 
but A. 





xiang elephant 

daxiang elephant 






The ancient written form of ^ is in the 
shape of an elephant with a long trunk and 
a clumsy body. 
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5K=g«SiX3= o 





The top part of ^ is A Its middle component is a flat P. Its sixth stroke is 
a left falling that is connected with the horizontal part of the horizontal turning 
stroke. 



rou meat 

4 1 niurou beef 



j 

The ancient written form of f£j is in the 
shape of a chop of meat. 


1*3 

1*3 

1*3 

1*3 

1*3 

1*3 



T 



-j- - . 




The three-sided frame of ffe| may be bigger in size. The right falling of the pil¬ 
ing A inside can be written as a dot. The character looks beautiful if the connec¬ 
tion point of the two strokes of A is placed in the centre of a small square printed 
on writing paper. 


<£> 



shf to eat 


Shitang dining hall 




The ancient written form of "it is in the shape 
of a human mouth near a food container. 

















































% 


k 

k 


k 

k 

k 

Ik 

i 

\ 

i 

i 




The top component of lit is A- Its seventh stroke is a vertical rising stroke, 
and the eighth stroke is a falling short stroke. The final stroke looks like a right 
falling, but in fact it is a falling long dot. 


possible 


> 3## .fi-ift 
Anna***#**.® 1 tritr^i * in 
*$£. 

The ancient written form of is in the shape of a humpbacked bear with a 
widely-open mouth, heavy claws and short tail- A bear is thought to be powerful, 
therefore this character symbolizes "ability” or "talent”. The first stroke of M in 
the character is not a left falling but a vertical. 



<9 IJb neng able 

Wits keneng 



Ab 

Ab 

Ab 

Ab 

Ab 

Ab 

Ab 

Ab 

Ab 

Ab 


! 

m 

m 

fp 


fib 

m 

BTi 

fib 

m 

m 


F ■" 


£T&rii b”±r$m 

The first stroke of the lower left component M changes into a vertical. The 
two piling on the right are different from -fc. 











































® M liang two 




MftLo 


The ancient written form of M is in the shape of two yokes in front of a horse- 
drawn cart. M was the original form of $5. In ancient times a cart was often drawn 
by two horses, thus equipped with two yokes. 



m 

ft} 

ft 

ft 

fti 

ft} 

_ i . 

| 

-j- 

i 

| 


m-t*A”^ &nmm ««««? 

T^. 


There are two .As standing side by side inside M. The left-falling strokes of 
both As are connected with the top horizontal without going across it. 




hut to return 


0^ hutlai to come back 

< 3 - 0 - 12 } 

The ancient written form of |§] is in the 
shape of circling water. 







% 























































The inner P is written before the closing horizontal is given. 



qu to go 


|Hl* hufqu to go back 
Jci shangqu to go up 
T"* ife xiaqu to go down 



*,Tww“p”**A@fes7cWiiiB, 


The ancient written form of ^ consists of 
two parts. The top component shows the 
back of a man going away; the lower com¬ 
ponent indicates the opening of a residen¬ 
tial cave. The original meaning of this 
character is “go”. 




0 JT jin (a unit for weight) 

^Jf gongjTn kilogramme 
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o 


The ancient written form of fy is in the shape of a stone ax with a curved han¬ 
dle, An arrow is put on the ax to show its sharp blade. Now the character is used 
as a measure word for weight 


k 

Jf 

Jf 






i 


i 




t 



n 





i 

i 

i 





i 





m=* 



The first stroke of ff is not a horizontal but a left flat falling. Its second 
stroke is a left vertical falling. 


© fr 


(D xmg OK, to walk on, to go 


bll xmg impossible 
ffA xmgren passerby 
© hang profession, line of business 
fuff yinhang bank 


ik”Z B 

The ancient written form of is like 
crossroads that are convenient for pas¬ 
sengers to walk along. Later the character 
means “to walk on”. 



i A 


ir y 

V rT 







On the left of fj one left falling is placed on the other. Its third stroke is a 
vertical touching the lower left falling. Its right component can be written by 
adding a short horizontal on the top of T* 




















































o ismR5§iS*(±) 



zou to go* to leave 



$ - ^ zA 

A».TW*AW*Kjh). 
jUBSTSMtSS+tt**”. T*fft«ig 

The upper part of ^ is in the shape of a 
runner with moving arms* Its lower part 
is like human feet In classical Chinese ^ 
means “run”, and means “walk”. 



±MA“±”.TWi“.i”. 

can be written by putting a i on the top of 


Read the Following Words, Phrases and Sentences 


> 

Read the Following Words and Phrases. 



44 #4 '>4 4-t 4$- 44 


44 


4 : 

4^5 

'>4 #4 4ft 4-4 44 

4: 

+■€ 

4ft #4 44 44 44 





Aft 

—i^Ctioo)^. 

*» 

*bJk 

^4 
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RftMHK? o 


BLi AA AT 

#}+ $j + —/f — $j SjA 

®s ®a ® a 

ft: +1*1 +1*1 Aft 

As AA TA ifcA ®A 

A: AA TA &A ®A A+ TATA 
A: — A ^A AA —TA 

#; T# ff T-ff 4Mf 

As A^iA A®A AAA AAA AT A 
AT A 4fA A AAA 

-.tkmT&m* 

Read the Following Sentences. 

1. #>M£T#3-%-%AA. 

2. tfltit^*#A^o 

3. itT&lM^AA? 

4. ^T+^I#A»#T#? 

5. ^^*TiihA5;+40JT o 

6. tt*4fcfej|LW|Wi? 

7. &+AAA+^ 0 

8 . 

9. #AAA#^Ao 
10. HtA7^^&Xt®iT 0 
11.. Jfr*A—T4TA.4A*. 

12. *Mn^+>Mc4Mf7c 
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g*flm 

Rudiments of Chinese Characters 



The Writing of Chinese Characters (A) 


How to write Chinese characters correctly and beautifully? Here are some im¬ 
portant points to go by. 


it . 


1 . 

in-. 




A horizontal stroke should be level, and a vertical stroke should be straight 
up. A character may consist of several horizontals or verticals which should be 
written with good spacing between one and another, and varied lengths in composi¬ 
tion. For example ; 





ifr 


2 . 




The left-and right-falling strokes should stretch out nicely, and the ending 
part of such strokes need to be placed on about the same level. 


5C 


A 



























o- 


*r : 

The left-and right-falling strokes vary in slanting degrees. One left-falling 
stroke may be flatter or straighter than the other, shorter or longer as the case may 
be. For example: 


•f- 


-f- 


r 


m 


+ 


4 


A. 


m* $n : 

One right-falling stroke may be flatter or slanting further than the other. For 
example: 


A 


it 


A 


* 


3 . &&%&&&%& 

Even dots should be written vivaciously and correlatively. For example: 


* 




\X 


-$1 


*■ 


it 


4 . , g m : 

The hooks and rising strokes should be composed forcibly and naturally. For 
example: 


* 




*> 


R, 


* 


• ‘ 5 . tfsizmKm. 

»# P : 

Be aware of the size of single character. vSome of them are flatter, others may 
be longer in style. For example; 


eg 


ft 


% 


^ ftJftfi. WfiS ^6<i!g£ 

«MB5at+«tfc- in: 
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o &=?iR3«*(±) 


The central line printed on the writing paper helps a writer place characters 
properly. Some of the verticals may be drawn along the central line, others can be 
put near it* A left falling and a right falling often go across at a point on the central 
line* For example* 


t 




A 


n 


a 




3 t 






Neat writing of characters can only be done when the central point is correctly 


used. 



List of New Characters and Words 


l. ii 

li 

strength 

JiA 

liqi 

physical strength 

2. 71 

dao 

knife 

71^7 

daozi 

knife 

3. 4 

chi 

vehicle 


zixtngche 

bicycle 

'KA 

huoche 

train 

4. *7 

shao 

spoon 

*1^7 

shaozi 

spoon 


yi 

clothes 

AA 

day! 

overcoat 

6. if» 

jin 

towel 

A*P 

maojTn 

towel 

7. ft 

xiang 

towards, direction, to face 



/ tjnpxrarrg- 

dong 


afrecdun 

east 
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5 mmmL* o 



dongbian 

&& 

dongxi 

9. ® 

x7 

£}i& 

xlbian 


dongxi 

io. r 

chang 

xr 

gongchang 

ii. t 

guang 

r% 

guanggao 

12. X 

wang 


guowang 


Wang xiansheng 

13. X 

yu 


yum! 

14. ft 

gao 


gao gezt 

15. IfC 

iing 

A* 

Nanjing 

^ <?' ■ 

Dongjlng 

16. -Jfe 

(pchang 


Changcheng 

©zhang 


zhangda 

17. % 

lao 

ifr'Jip 

taoshl 

18. * 

dian 


cldian 

19. # 

wu 


tiaowu 

20. X 

wen 


in the east 

things 

west 

in the west 
east and west 
factory 
factory 
broad 

advertisement 

king 

king 

Mr. Wang 
jade 
maize 
tall 

a tall person 

capital 

Nanjing 

Tokyo 

long 

the Great Wall 
to grow, leader 
to grow up 
old 

teacher 

standard work, typical 

dictionary 

dance 

to dance 

written language 










o mmu) 


+ 3C 

zhongwen 

Chinese 

21. £ 

shen 

body 


shentT 

health, body 

22. X 

hu 

mutual 


huxiang 

mutually 




The Origin and Writing of the New Characters 



ll strength 

l]qi physical strength 



L A^Jk~A_ 

The ancient written form of ~j] is in the 
shape of a plough. Ploughing can only be 
done with physical strength* therefore 
this character is used to mean "strength". 





i 

\ 




j 






j 




j 




~T~ 




o 


The second stroke of Fj goes across the first stroke. 



dao knife 

7J "F dOOZi knife 












































**!!#*»=? o 







The second stroke is connected with the first stroke. Be aware of the difference 
between J] and jj. 


Che vehicle 

|jj zixingche bicycle 

huoche train 



The second stroke of $ is a left falling turning that goes across the top 
tab Its final vertical crosses the second and third strokes. 
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-o si=nq^®*{-t) 




shao spoon 

shaozi spoon 




Wa3950WM*.##l. 

The ancient written form of is in the 
shape of a ladle. The dot inside the char¬ 
acter indicates the food that has been ob¬ 
tained. 


*3 


The vertical part of the horizontal turning with a hook slants to the lower left. 


yi clothes 

day! overcoat 
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**««« o 


The fourth stroke of is not a vertical hook but a vertical rising that joins the 
left-falling stroke; 



jin towel 
^ I j) mao jin towel 



_ « » ■ __ 5 1 _i_ i: 

* ibj m ^* m mm. t. 


The central vertical stroke of rjl written on the central line of the small square 
printed on the writing paper, goes across its second stroke. 



Xiang towards, direction, to face 


^Tfv] fangxiang 



direction 

-mewaM*. .mn\ 

$ *“*•[»!, HXP2LX., 

The ancient written form of [«J is like a 
window on the wall of a house. Originally 
the character symbolizes a window facing 
the north, by extension it has come to 
mean “direction” or “opposite”. 





























































&] 1 % 1 % 




The first stroke of |&J is a left-falling short stroke. Be aware of the difference be¬ 
tween |6] and JeJ, 


dong east 

dongbian in the esat 
dongxi things 






**W\ “*•* 

m. 


The ancient written form of ^ is in the 
shape of a big bag with two ends tied up. 
Its original meaning is "things in the 
bag”? by extension the character has come 
to mean "direction”. j|t is its complicated 
form. 


$ m & '& 




The third stroke of is a vertical hook. Be aware of the difference between ^ 
and $ . 


ttIT 

oS 


XI west 

]?5i!2 xlbidn in the west 

dongxi east and west 


a 

w 






























































o 



55reM>}§*|iB«iijW55ri6|-Wif. 

The ancient written form of ® is in the 
shape of a returning bird in its net The 
homecoming of birds is believed to take 
place, more often than not, at sunset. 
Thus is associated with the west where 
the sun goes down daily. 



$$ $$ 0j 


‘W\ HKM. 




Both the fourth and fifth strokes of ® join the top horizontal. The fifth stroke is 
a vertical turning without a hook. The character is flatter and different from ]§f. 

©r chang factory 

Xr gongchang factory 






















































The second stroke of f - is a left vertical falling that links up with the horizontal 
stroke 


© r guang broad 

r pr guanggao advertisement 



r can be written by adding a dot to f - on the top. 


0 zt wang king 

Hi guowang king 

ijfci Wang xiansheng Mr. Wang 

The ancient written form of 3E is in the 
shape of a bronze battl^axe, a symbol of 
power. Thus this character implies the su¬ 
perior ruler such as H)3i (king). 



Ill 
























**waa^o 


i i 3L i 






The vertical stroke of J links up with the top and bottom horizontals. The mid¬ 
dle horizontal is the shortest of the three, and the one at the bottom is the longest 
There is an equal spacing among the three horizontals. 




yu jade 

^ yumT maize 



3E can be composed by adding a dot to the lower right part of I* 


i=r 


0 pat gao tall 

gao gezi a tall person 




mn m k m ®mm 

The ancient written form of jtj is in the shape 
of a tall building with a roof on the top, a gate 
tower in the middle and a gate at the base. 
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o B&MWU) 


-k 

~k 



rk . 

rk 

,_k- 

r$T 

rk- 


1 


& 

1*7 


t^7 


m 

1^7 


i*9 



1 


B^Maarn*’. 

The top part of rftr is - L > its middle part is a flat O. In writing the lower part the 
three-sided wide component should be completed before J3 is given. 


O sjK jtng capital 

itDR Nanjing Nanjing 
Dongjmg Tokyo 




The ancient written form of j§( is in the 
shape of a palace built on a higher place 
with a pinnacle, gate tower and wall. Be¬ 
cause a capital arid a sovereign ruler’s pal¬ 
ace were highly built , the character has by 
extension come to mean "capital". 


» _ 
<f> 


ji _ 

» - 

i. 

% _ 

"ttr 



'f* 



* 


-?■> 


The upper part of Jjl is similar to that of jUj , and its lower part is /Jv 



(Dchang long 

Changcheng the Great Wall 
©Zhang to grow, leader 

zhangda to grow up 






























































The third stroke of is not a vertical hook, but a vertical rising stroke. 



lao old 

^Jfrp faoshT teacher 





TEffi 


The left-falling stroke of ^ goes across the horizontal. Its left-falling short 
stroke is connected with the final vertical upward turning. The lower part is not L' 
but tt. 
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o &¥1HiW*(±} 


<D A 


dian standard work, typical 
1^0 jffir Cldian dictionary 




»*«**». 

The ancient written form of ft is in the 
shape of two hands with a book in be¬ 
tween* Hence this character implies “im¬ 
portant documents** or “books**. 


ft ft ft ft -ft -ft ft ft 


The two verticals of ft go across its second stroke* and link up with the sixth 
horizontal stroke* Its final stroke is not a right falling but a dot. 



wu dance 
mm tiOOWU to dance 




The ancient written form of H is in the 
shape of a dancer with hairy ornament in 
both hands. 




















































In the upper part of 1$ are four verticals. With so many strokes, this character 
should be composed compactly. 


X wen written language 

zhongwen Chinese 




gem?', 

The ancient written form of JC is in the 
shape of a man with tattoos on his chest or 
back. 


X 


X 


X 




The third and fourth strokes of go across one another, and axe connected with 
the horizontal. 


0 


shen body 

shentT health, body 




The ancient written form of is in the 
shape of a pregnant woman. 


% . % 


























































The sixth stroke of ^ joins its third stroke that is crossed by the final stroke. 

s hu mutual 

hux icing mutually 




The ancient written form of 2 is in the 
shape of an instrument with which two 
rop<.s are twisted together. 


-3b-3b S. S. 


*=«**#,*#»»*« ft2cT«H. T»tfc± 


'■fee 


The second stroke of S is a left-falling turning- The vertical part of the horizon¬ 
tal turning slants to the lower left The lower horizontal is longer than the top 


one. 



ii; 33 , 3 a^? 


Read the Following Words, Phrases and Sentences 


Read the Following Words and Phrases. 

th XX X\ XX 

7U XT] XT] 7} a ft 7] — 4&<ba)7J 

4: d'4 £#4 *4 44 44 —4^Ciiong>4 
XX XX XX $*X ffiX 
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at*®*®* o 


+ . 

4tt 

-ft 

4-t 

-hm,* 



£j: 

l“J & 

i^jiSj 


i»j4b 

ft_t 

i^jT 




X^J 


—Ai 






Jfcift 

£X 

dj & 

i°J & A 

*n 

&iSj 









#: 

: ,i8j:}b 

i£j i^j 

£rX 


dj ^r 


iSjiSj 


/■* 

^r* -■*—>*• - 






rsj 

i^J yk 



Sit 

*S 




^b 

I^J ^ 






i 

i* 



Ai 




* 

±«Jfe 

**L 

r* 

« 

-fc-7 



* 

£X 


:4s-^p-A. ;4s-&5-&5 


X 

t x 

n x 

^X 


•»*. 



PT#4&:£. 1 

•* r$ ?vl U % • * P*3 

fci: 

$# S ' 







Read the Following Sentences. 

2. il#4*Jk7o 

4. ’t ,p '%? 

5. A ^b^^&CzerO&A? 

B & n o 

6. i/U, 

7. 

9. J&$L£jF4-$l£ o 

10. M^rwr^o 

11. 

1 
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o fS&i W«*(±) 


S, 


12. 

13. 

14. 

15. c 
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Rudiments of Chinese Characters 


ITS 




The Formation of Chinese Characters 


(B) 


Self-explanatory Characters 

#3W»3Sai. 

Self-explanatory characters are single characters whose abstract meanings ex- 
pressed by the combination of their strokes. They may be claasified into two types: 


hlDz 


One type of them is purely symbolic, for example; 


--H0SJ:TA 

; £“* w Tin“— d W 

Another type is of pictographic scripts with an explanatory symbol. For exam¬ 
ple, ^ (roots of a tree) is composed by adding a symbolic “—” to the lower end of 
;fc. Similarly J] with a symbolic dot becomes j?J. 
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■ 


-o 


MMfr. 

Self-explanatory characters constitute only a small number of the total Chinese 
characters. 


Self-explanatory characters what we have learned already are as follows! 



shang up 

_t^F shangwu morning 



In ancient times a short horizontal was 
placed on a long horizontal to indicate 
“top”. 



ftT. 

Formerly a long horizontal above a 
short parallel line indicated “down”. 
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tian day 


jin tian today 



The ancient written form of A is in the 
formation of A with a horizontal on the 
top,meaning that “sky is overhead”. 



The Shape, Number and Position of Chinese Characters 


, *bS£“ avgt Jir$n% _t® $ 

m,wu&T u 3i , ’i'j?T-m,m® l t (, a w 0 

One should pay attention to the shape, number and position of the strokes 
when writing a character* The shape of the stroke cannot be changed anyway* For 
example, if the top horizontal of A is written as a left falling, the charactei be¬ 
comes A* This also applies to the combination of strokes. The two strokes of A 
are connected with one another. Suppose that they are separated, the character is 
A* Similarly the left falling of A does not go across the top horizontal, otherwise 
the character is A- It is also important for one to keep the number of strokes in 
mind* A can be written as A by adding a horizontal on the top, or as A by taking 
away the top horizontal. The position of each stroke is fixed* One cannot move the 
dot of A from under the connected strokes to its right top, or the character chan¬ 
ges into A- 














List of New Characters and Words 


1. -T- 

gan 

to do 

-f-# 

gan huo 

to work 

2. A 

ru 

to enter 

A a 

rukou 

entrance 

3. ft 

kai 

to open 


kai men 

to open the door 


kai xue 

to return to school (after a 



holiday) 


kai che 

to drive a car 

4. # 

jing 

well 

##■ 

jingshuT 

well water 


cheng 

to become 

&A 

chengren 

adult 

6. £ 

hud 

perhaps, or 


huozhe 

or 

7. e, 

■ V 

Jl 

self 

6C. 

* - V 

Zljl 

oneself 

8. e* 

V 

y 

already 

&& 

yijing 

already 

9. >f 

fang 

direction 

jtvST 

beifang 

the north 


nanfang 

the south 

fcar 

dongfang 

the east 


xTfang 

the west 

10. <& 

bi 

must 


bixu 

must 

11. is 

jiu 

old 

10# 

jiu shu 

used book 
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o 


12. jE 

zheng 


zhengzai 

13. jt 

zhT 

If-jt 

tingzhT 

14. £ 

mai 

15. JI| 

chuan 

e?)i] 

Sichuan 

16. ;H1 

zhou 

ft fl 

Guangzhou 

i7. m 

yong 


buyong 


youyong 

18. M 

jiao 


sanjiao 

19. % 

wei 


wei shenme 

% 7 

weile 

20. ^ 

ban 


bangongshi 

21. 

nong 


nongmin 


nongye 

22. t 

zhong 

ts 

Zhongguo 


zhongxue 


zhongxin 

23. 

ben 

** 

benzi 


keben 


just 

to be doing something 

to stop 

to stop 

to sell 

river 

Sichuan Province 
islet 

Guangzhou 
to use 
needn’t 
useful 

angle, horn, corner 

triangle 

for 

why 

for 

to do 

office 

farming 

peasant 

agriculture, farming 
centre, middle 
China 

middle (high) school 
centre 

original(a measure word for book) 

notebook 

textbook 
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24. A 

mo 

end 

^ A 

zhoumo 

weekend 

25. % 

pian 

slice (a measure word) 

jhu 

zhaopian 

picture, photograph 

26. A 

tai 

too 

AF0 

taiyang 

sun 

AA 

taitai 

Mrs. , madame, wife 

27. Jbl 

xie 

blood 

ib j k 

chu xie 

to bleed 



The Strokes and Writing of the New Characters 



Compare the Following Groups of Form-like Words 

of gan to do 

gan huo to work 


T 

•f 








< j 





t. 





i 






The vertical stroke connects with the top horizontal stroke and crosses the lower 
horizontal one. Be aware of the difference between and _h^X 0 


(-)A-A-A 

©A ru to enter 

A n rukou entrance 
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o 


i 


t 

. _i_ 

■ 

.J_ 

? 

j 



i 



SK 


j 


i 

j ' 

.r. 

I 






The right-falling stroke of A joins its left-falling one. Be aware of the difference 
between A and A> Ac 


Q JF kai 


to open 

FFH kai men 
FF^ kai xue 
FF$ kai che 


to open the door 

to return to school (after a holiday) 
to drive a car 




The third stroke of Jf- is the left-falling one which goes down before turning 
left. The fourth stroke of the character is a vertical one on the right. Both strokes 
join the top horizontal stroke and cross the lower horizontal one. 


o 




jTng well 

^p7jC jTngshui well water 





1 

WmM 

h 



#* 



The ancient written from of # is in the 
shape of the opening of a well Vrith sur¬ 
rounding stone or wooden work for 
safety. 


^ 


WB&m km . 


126 
















































































The third and fourth strokes of go across the two horizontals. Be aware of 
the difference between and JF. 

{egjjfc-sat 

oK Cheng to become 

f&A chengren adult 


3k ^ ^ ^ 


The beginning of the horizontal stroke of A links up with its left vertical fall¬ 
ing. The dot on the top right is finally written. 


© 



huo perhaps, or 
hudzhe or 


A A A A A AAA 


Be aware of the difference between iS, and 

B 

o S iT self 

§ B Zljl oneself 








The horizontal turning of B joins the right end of the horizontal stroke. Its ver¬ 
tical upward turning links up with the left end of the horizontal without going 
across it* otherwise it would be a different character B or E. 
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3fc#|iPiKW o 


I 1i yT already 

yijlng already 


e e& 


The final stroke vertical upward turning is connected with horizontal stroke and 
exceeds it, but is separated from the first stroke horizontal turning. Pay attention 
to the difference with 5. 


(A)7T -Jj 

ojj 


fang direction 

dt^f beifang the north 
nanfang the south 
dongfong the east 
WtT xTfang the west 


7 T 


7 T 




The character of ~$j can be written by putting a dot on the top of 7f. 

(-t )*C>— 0 

© 0 bi must 

0M bixu must 




n y> 

,y> 

n 'X 






j 


0 & 

Op 

Op 

0 £* 

Oo. 




i 


i 



jn-itwr . a®*®, 5fc2?st . 

The character is composed of and a left-failing stroke written before the fi¬ 
nal dot is given. 


(A)b-ib 

®IB jiu old 


I0d5 jiu shu used book 
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“ 0 0 ■? , fil 0 (b| o 

0 means “day” or “time”. 0 plus a vertical on the left indicates “old days” or 
“past ■time”. 



“ 0 fl'MKSI. 


[0 can be written by adding a vertical on the left of 0 . Be aware of the differ¬ 
ence between (0 and _B. 


(A)iE-± 

® IE zheng just 


TE# zhengzai to be doing something 





The central vertical stroke connects with the horizontal strokes both at the top 
and bottom. The middle short horizontal stroke on the right connects with the cen¬ 
tral vertical stroke, and the lower vertical stroke on the left that is slightly higher 
than the right short stroke touches the horizontal stroke at the bottom. 



zhT to stop 


ErlE tingzhi to stop 

AH-t 

The ancient written form of it is in the 
shape of a human foot with only three 
toes. Obviously the character is not picto- 
graphic but a written symbol. 
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o 


jh 

_ I _ 

jh 

jh 

■ih 

--■4- 

i 

— * 


...j. 

j 

i 

i 

| 

-f 


J__:--i--1--j--i-- ' -- ! -- 1 -1™- 1 -- 1 -- : - 


The left vertical stroke is higher than the short horizontal stroke on the right , 
but shorter than the vertical stroke in the middle. Be aware of the difference be¬ 
tween it and IE. 


{+}l£ — fi 
0 ^ nnai 


to sell 





^ can be written by crowning the character of 55 with a -p» which the vertical 
part may be made shorter. 


(+-1JII-JH 


3 )'\ chuan river 

pgju Sichuan Sichuan Province 







































































The first stroke of Jl| is a left vertical falling. Its second stroke is a shorter ver¬ 
tical with a longer one on the right* The spacing between one stroke and another is 
about the same. 

Zhou islet 

r JW Guangzhou Guangzhou 

ft U ¥ - if it m + m 4' # ffi % . 

The ancient written form of iff| is like a 
small piece of land in the river. The origi¬ 
nal meaning of the character is ** islet”. It 
has come to mean a prefecture. 


fft 

AJ* 

Alv| 


*]*>! 






1 

\ 

p 

y I! 

in 

)\ 

yi 





.f'“ 



The character can be written from left to right with a dot attached to the middle 


of each strokes of Ji[. 






m 

© 


yong to use 

buyong needn’t 
'if youydng useful 


M M 




The character is composed by writing the outer strokes before its inner ones. 
The final vertical stroke goes across two horizontal strokes. 
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o 



angle, horn, corner 
sanjiao triangle 



% -I 

The ancient written form of % is in the 
shape of a horn cut off an animal. Its tex¬ 
ture is clear and obvious. 


Ak Mkk %k 





iwr. 


There are two connected strokes on the top of 


<D % wei for 


jfc/ wei shenme why 
weile for 




ji* 



—' "T- 

s 

.. _J.. 

1 

| 


i 

7$ 

Tv 

77 

/Q 




i 



1 


_h^S® ttf , d 


The writing of begins with a dot on the top left, and ends with another dot 
inside the horizontal turning with a hook. As a rule, the dot on the top or top left 
of a character is always written first, and a dot on the below and on the top right, 
or inside is always finally written. 



ban to do 


fy&'M. bangongshi office 


/7k- 


4- 

4 

.. i 



s 




1 

vr 

yr 




i 



.r 

T 

































































o a^tRS«*(±) 


The stroke in the middle is written first, then 1 on the left, and finally * on 
the right, 

(+H)*-S 

0 nong farming 

nongmin peasant 
nongye agriculture, farming 






mm Co ttan^fc-WK*. 


The left-falling long stroke of goes across the horizontal hook* Be aware of 
the difference between and 



Self-explanatory Characters 


D 


0 


* 


zhong centre, middle 

JH Zhongguo China 

zhongxue middle (high) school 
+>|> zhongxTn centre 






























































o 


« p ”Wim , 4* (SI WS£«E ffl- jel . 

The P of 4 1 is flat The vertical stroke should be placed on the middle vertical 
of a square printed on the writing paper. 



ben original, (a measure word for book) 


benzi notebook 
keben textbook 






The ancient written form of ^ is in the 
shape of yfc with a short horizontal going 
across the lower end of the vertical. Thus 
it meant “roots of a tree”. 








& 






^ can be composed by adding a short horizontal to the lower end of the vertical 
without a hook. 


0 




mo end 

Jn] zhoumo weekend 




The ancient written form of is in the 
shape of Tjv with a longer horizontal going 
across the top end of the vertical. Thus it 
meant “tip of a tree”. 



























-o jW«TO*(±) 


7^ 


7v 


7 ^ 



i 


±«tc.T«*.®*WW6. 

The top horizontal of ^ is longer than the one under it* The lower end of the 
vertical has no hook. 


© it pi an slice (a measure word) 

JRUt zhaopian picture, photograph 





*£±#T3|5I». 

The ancient written form of >t* is in the 
shape of half meaning a big piece 
chopped from the wood. 


it J 


A 

n 


i 

3 



| 

; 


>7 

n 

r\ 

A. 

T 


1 


j- - - 

! 

! 








tiff,* 


The second stroke links up with the third stroke* The third and fourth strokes 
are connected with the first stroke* The final stroke is a horizontal turning without 
being broken. 



tai too 

taiyang sun 

tai tai Mrs. , madame > wife 
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o 


£i+ 

,*» ft* 

is ;fc with an extra dot underneath t 
meaning “over” or “extreme”. 



^ can be written by adding a dot to the lower part of ;fc. 




xie blood 

iti jfiL ChO xie to bleed 



jjijl-»jfij-► jfe. 

ttiWFsrmwii bn-^ 


The ancient written form of jfil is in the shape 
of a kitchen utensil (M) with a dot in it 
Formerly the blood of a sacrificial animal was 
let into a container for the religious service 


jfe jfc jfit jfa. jfe i fa. 





jfiL can be written by adding a left short falling to the top left of JDL 
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■o iR^V D v^«2|5:(±) 



i^a.aaag? 

Read the Following Words, Phrases and Sentences 


4“ x-A 

cL-e, 

0 —10 

Ml — W 

4~4 

A—A—A 


jL—_ lE- 

tf-JH 

4~4 

4~4 


•Ci — *& 




4~4 

Read the Following Words and Phrases. 


iu 44 

4^ 44 




A: An 

ih A All A# 




4: 44 

4H 4# ftn 

4n 

4i 

44 

44 

474 4'^' 44 

4 n j>l 4 


4: 4& 

44 ^4 i^4 

44 

4 4b A 


4® e?®a4 




10 ; 10 4 

104.4 10 44 1 

1044 




4^4 

JiJA 

JU'U 

4^ 






4: 4& 

44 4® 44 




t: t® 

t®A t®?£ 

t# 

t#£ 

St 

t4 

t44 t4 t- 




4: —44 

—44 

^4 

4a 

44 

4: $4 

44 $ 4 4 

44 



4: 44 T 

44 T AST 

44 

4# 

44 

4^tf T 





% : 

n% 
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o 


Read the Following Sentences. 

1. ^MfAi.&Cdian)^ H c 

2. To 

3. ^FBife^To 

4. 4fc^F#]-A-T >•$. tl £i-A p E* 0 

6. f~ft 

7. 

9. #,tfj Ji^. ,i^VA &it Jt #■ (deng, to wait) — T, & 

10. ^m£7c 

11. ^-ATw;i|,5LArT^^l»MT|t^^m>to 

12 . 

13. 

14. d'*'^77'f-,#^-f-ifcjfii.T o 

15. 

16. A 4^061, to come) ^ 
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Rudiments of Chinese Characters 



The Radicals of Chinese Characters 


(A) 


“*J\ n“H 


In terms of the traditional Chinese philology the left side of a character is 
known as ^, and the right side of a character is known as Now we use 
(radical) to mean the side components (left, right, upper, lower, inside and out¬ 
side) of all characters. For example, the radicals of fjl are 0 and that of are 
1=3 and > \J. Most radicals may function as characters by themselves such as 0,P, 

S and5. 



List of New Characters and Words 


1. **% ma (a modal particle) 

%f v 2} hao ma OK? 

2. (Dba (a modal particle) 
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o 



zou ba 

Let’s go. 


©ba 

bar 


jiuba 

bar 

3. 

ne 

(a modal particle) 


ta ne 

How about him? 

4. ^ 

V 

na 

which 


nage 

which, which one 


na guo ren 

Where are you coming from? 

^;L 

nar 

where 

5. *£ 

chT 

to eat 

$f v £ 

haochl 

delicious 

6. «$ 

he 

to drink 


he shut 

to drink water 

7. 

ka 


8. 4 

fei 


>#4 

kafei 

coffee 

9. 4 

pi 

beer 

4>S 

Ptjiu 

beer 

10. ^ 

ke 

to cough 

11. # 

sou 

to cough 


kesou 

to cough 

12. 4 

ting 

to listen 


haotTng 

pleasing to the ear 


tTngjian 

to hear 

9f ^7 

tTngti 

listenning comprehension 

13. 4 

jiao 

to call 


jiaozuo 

be called 

14. -f- 

hao 

number, date 

*JJ+* 

jiu yue shf hao 

the tenth of September 

15. 4- 

gao 

to tell 
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4-ift 

gaosu 

to tell 

16. % 

chang 

to sing 


chang ge 

to sing a song 

17. -f 

zao 

early, morning 


zaoshang 

early morning 

18. & 

wan 

late, evening 

H&_k 

wanshang 

evening 

19. 4 

chun 

spring 

4 ^ 

chuntian 

spring 

2o. & 

nuan 

warm 

5t.4 

nuanhuo 

warm 

21. 9J 

mfng 

bright, light, clear 

W& 

mingbai 

understand, clear 

22. b£ 

zuo 

yesterday 


zuotian 

yesterday 

23. JiL 

xlng 

star 

KM 

xTngqT 

week 

24. & 

yt 

easy 

41? 

rongyi 

easy 

25. A 

shT 

be, correct 

Aft 

shi de 

yes, right 

*TA 

keshi 

but 

26. 4 

yin 

sound 


fayln 

pronunciation 

27. 4 

kan 

to look at 

4 & 

kanjian 

to see 

#4 

haokan 

good looking,beautiful 

28. BH 

yan 

eye 


yanlei 

tears 

29. ft 

jing 

eye 

















3fc£!!iO 



yanjing 

eye 

30. & 

shui 

to sleep 


shuijiao 

to sleep 


The Structures and Writing of the New Characters 

D* kou zi pang The Radical of P 

MM^ a u n simeoMo ‘ p " 

The pictographic script P Csee page 60) as a lateral radical is relevant to a 
mouth or its function. It often appears as the left side of a character, but may also 
be the upper or lower component of a character. 

ma (a modal particle) 
hao ma OK? 

(DP ©5, 


O 
1 2 



©PE 
1 2 



(Dbd (a modal particle) 

t£PE zou ba Let’s go. 

(2)ba bar 

?PfPE jiuba bar 

©P ©E(ba) 



-IT 

3* 

& 


ne (a modal particle) 

td ne How about him? 


(DC 


©®(n0 


-r 

3* 

r 

p 

p. 
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o S=?iP>?**(±) 


na which 


Ife 


& 


hi 


nage which, which one 
1A. na guo ren Where are you coming from? 
nar where 

(DR ©+©g|5 

chi to eat 

iff- tfe haochT delicious 


(DP ©£(qi) 


he to drink 

B^^JC he shuT to drink water 


©n 

ka 


©0 ®£) 


* 

*3 

*3 

*<1 



3 P# 


o 


n$ 




®b ©+®in<iia) 

fei 

IjSlJI# kafei coffee 

(DP ©# 

pi beer 

pfjiu beer 






(DP ©#(bei) 

© ke to cough 


©P ©^(hai) 



< 

f7 




iL 

4 





7“ 


pT 

3C 
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o 


© 


©PJf 


0 


pi] 


© 


© pi 




sou to cough 
Politic kesou to cough 


©n ©^(shu) 


- 

r" 


5 

t 

* 

* 


/ 


!r 



ting to listen 

$J- njf hooting pleasing to the ear 

PffJSL tlngjidn to hear 

IflfJJ ting 11 listenning comprehension 

®P ®ff 

jiao to call 

Pl]jijfc jiaozuo he called 


(DP ©1] 


I 


hao number, date 

fiM jiu yue shf hao the tenth of September 

(Dp ©^ 


gao to tell 
pfilf gaosu to tell 


l 


/ 




2 

©^ 




1 — 


©P 


chang to sing 

P/lffc chang ge to sing a song 


©P ©+©^(chang) 


* 

r? 


HT 



H? 




1 

r7 

TF7 


E7 




























































9 B ri zi pang The Radical of 0 

The pictographic script 0 (see page 72)as a lateral radical is generally relevant 
to the sun, time, rays or light. It appears on the left of a character, but sometimes 
may be on the top or bottom of a character. 

zao early, morning 
-$■ K zaoshang early morning 

©B ©T 




2 



1 2 






wan 

m± 

©0 


late, evening 
wanshang evening 


(D&Cmian) 


/ 




&> 


St 


chun spring 



chuntian spring 


©^ 






A 


©0 



nuan warm 


nuanhuo warm 
©0 ©g(yuan)_ 



> 

<? 

<o- 

& 

& 




i i 


riling bright, light, clear 

mlngbai understand, clear 


©0 



zuo yesterday 

ZUO t ion yesterday 
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WMmmuz o 


<D 0 ©^(zha) 


xmg star 

M$fJ xTngql week 

CDH ©£ 


© 


H 

© *£ 


© 0 


yi easy 

^rJS rongyi easy 

®0 © 2 ?J(wu) 


/ 

*1 

*1 



shl be, correct 

;HfHj shi de yes, right 
rifji keshi but 


©0 ©/E 


yin sound 

‘/Jin fdyTn pronunciation 
©IL ©0 


0 mu zi pang The Radical of @ 

*wr , B"j&s&6ii. 

The pictographic script @ (see page 61 ) as a lateral radical is related to eyes 
or vision. It may be used as a left component of a character, but occasionally as a 
lower component of it. 


0 



kan to look at 
ML kanjidn to see 





























o SmR^*(±) 






haokan good looking, beautiful 

©g 


(D^ 


—■ 



f- 


yan eye 
Bflth yanlei tears 


1 2 

; (Dg ©R(gen) 

1 


3? 

f 

f 

% 


jing eye 

BUB# yanjing eye 


CDS ©W(qing> 


— 


* 

jt- 

>- 

-S- 

4r 

-i- 





j 

n 




shui to sleep 

[ijf ^ shuijiao to sleep 


®g ©^(chuT 


— 

f 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4 





Read the Following Words, Phrases and Sentences 


Read the Following Words and Phrases. 

4**-% 

V&. if-pe, 4/a 

%1 fo p Ji 

sL&Xi%yh 

«p. <Sp44 ^P^/v >8p5L4r 

v tz ^ v t v &£j)^ 





















































o 


p ^: 

^7^ 

P lp p -f-?gj p f| Sfa*# p l|4"^ 




*?*?r %*% v Jt^JL v Jr^y\'b 

, 9f 





-f-t 

i^-fr -?■«, -T-& 


1&: 

&.B 

B^Si 93 & 1&4 iJ&T 


91 > 


934 936 93 s 93/3 


JT: 

Jrl> 

**3>ir 


*• 

-f-ft 

H H pf 


£'. 


sm- £#— jl#x sm** 


1|£ JJ3* 91 £ 

Its 



i-£ *-£ 4t£ 



Read the Following Sentences. 

1. A Jli 

A 

2. A ^(mingzi)? 

A 

3. A ; T^t^L? 

As4l4L*^?%? 

B .^To 

4. A ^WS^^^MS? 

B j44H4fr;xiexie) 0 

5. A : ^^Jtd'iT p -S?? 
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6. A 

B : (zhong) iHj ^ ^ v ij. o 

7. 'h *$ : MM y & Wj % pl i #, # & & lSL*9f-SL? 

8. A : h£*j&JU T ? 

9. Ai#£9r#&? 

B : 

A : J fe>jfe.’ J ^'ff'4i ? 

B G. 

10. 4Mt4tT.it^<W»T'.'hV*.^^T. 


r 











g*3ggi 

Rudiments of Chinese Characters 




The Structural Levels of Chinese Characters 


“/K4r^ w, n”“/K^irr. ffttlfc*®:*:. 

There are three structural levels at which a Chinese character is written: 
strokes* components and characters. Take JjC as an example* its dot and horizontal 
stroke can be used to form the component of - 1 -; its strokes of | ~|— can be used 
to form P; of J J ' to form /j\ The three components can be further used to 
compose the character of 3^. A component is bigger than a stroke* but smaller than 
a character* thus it is the basic structural unit of characters. 



The Writing of Chinese Characters (B) 


The Modification of the Horizontal Strokes 
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o a=¥i,R^S*(±) 


-WiS©-4i*«maift.^tt?Ki£2aK±T*-.a@t»m.ip= 

When a character is used as a component of another character, one of its 
strokes may be modified so as to make another character composed by it look com¬ 
pact, well-balanced, cohesive, centripetal and steady. Here we are going to explain 
how a horizontal becomes a rising part as a final stroke of the left or lower left com¬ 
ponent For example: 


X 

—► i 

J5 

X 

— -X 

m 

± 

— 

M 


—1 

m 

X 

-> I 


X 

— 


lh 


jft 

* 

— 

m 

At 

— *■ t 

# 

& 

—i 

m 

Wf 

% 

—^1 

fP 

X 

— 

& 



g SMS 

List of New Characters and Words 

1. *5 

qiao 

coincidental 


jE-*5 

zhengqiao 

to happen to 


2. ^ 

gong 

effort 



chenggong 

to succeed 


3. 

zuo 

to sit 



qTng zuo 

Sit down please! 


4. £ 

zai 

at, on 



zai jia 

at home 


5. & v 

di 

ground 



difang 

place 



dishang 

on the ground 



dixia 

underground 
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o 


6. iih 

zhT 

address 

J&iit 

dlzhl 

address 

7. ifc 

chang 

open field 

A* 

guangchang 

square 


feijlchang 

airport 

#+« 

tingchechang 

parking area 

8. * 

kuai 

piece 

-*;l 

yTkuair 

together 

9. if 

huai 

bad 

10. & 

cheng 

town 


jin cheng 

to go into town 

i&S. 

cheng ii 

in a city 


chengshi 

town, city 

ii. $t 

wan 

to play 

$?yt)L 

haowanr 

enjoyable 

12. 

qiu 

ball 

JUfr 

zuqiu 

football 

i$b3$. 

diqiu 

the earth, the globe 

13. 3t 

xian 

now, to appear 


xianzai 

now 

&$L 

chuxian 

to appear,to emerge 

14. 4& 

wu 

thing 


llwu 

gift, present 

15. # 

te 

special 

4**1 

tebie 

special 

16. ft 

qing 

light 

-fft 

nianqlng 

young 

17. ft 

liang 

(a measure word) 

# 

00 

T - 1 

jiao 

to compare 

lb ft. 

bijiao 

to compare 
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19. 

zhon 


qTchezhan 


huochezhan 

20. # 

qln 


fuqin 

## 

muqin 

21. ± 

tong 

)L± 

ertong 

22 . n 

wen 

*r« 

xfnwen 

CO 

CNJ 

zhf 


zhiye 

24. 

iiao 


liao tianr 

25 . m 

hai 


haizi 


nanhair 

•kWl 

nOhair 

26. # 

sun 


sOnzi 

27. 

ql 

#4- 

qt che 

28. ^ 

jia 


laojia 

29. ^ 

ge 


pige 

30. 

xie 


xiezi 


pixie 


station, to be standing up 

bus stop 

railway station 

parent, relatives, in person 

father 

mother 

child 

children 

to hear 

news 

post 

profession 

to chat 

to chat 

child 

child 

boy 

girl 

grandson 
grandson 
to ride 

to ride a bike 

to drive 

excuse me 

leather 

leather 

shoe 

shoe 

leather shoe 









o 




The Structures and Writing of the New Characters 


x^^l gong zi pang The Radical of X 

“i ",^a«ps±3a,T3aw*5&. 

The pictographic script X (see page 51) as a phonetic component is modified 
as “ X * when used on the left side of a character* but it can also appear on the top? 
the right or the lower pari of a character. 



qiao coincidental 

HE 1 ? zhengqiao to happen to 

©i 


©#j 


gong effort 

chenggong to succeed 

01 


i tU zl pang The Radical of X 

The pictographic script ± (see page 78) as a radical is generally related to 
earth* region or position. It often stands on the left when written as * i ”> but may 
also be used as a lower component of a character. 


ol 

m 


zuo to sit 

fllfX qing ZUO Sit down please! 

©I ©* ©± 
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o K*iRTO*(Jb) 


ft 


9 


m 


©it 





9 


* 


9 


zai at, on 

ft^ zai jia at home 


©ft 


/- t 


©± 


di ground 

Jfeft ditang place 

dishdng on the ground 
dlXld underground 

© t ©•& 

zhT address 
j&jt[k dizhT address 


©t 


©it 


chang open field 

ft ^ guangchang square 
feijTchang airport 

-£§£^2^ tingchechong parking area 


©* 


©^ 


5 h % 


kuai piece 

- -iftjJ L ytkuair together 


©± ©^i(gudi) 
huai bad 




ft 

ft 


©± 


©>F 


cheng town 

jin cheng to go into town 











































ftJcS cheng li in a city 
Miff chengshi town, city 
01 ©$ 


i£- wang zi pang The Radical of BE 

The radical of 3E. is modified when functioning as a side component. This pic- 
tographic script 3E (see page 111) indicates a general category of jade as work of 
art or ornaments. As a left component it is written as “ J 



wan to play 

#fJjcJl haowanr enjoyable 

0 5 ' ©jt 



qiu ball 

zuqiu football 

diqiu the earth, the globe 


05 


©^(qiu) 


— 

f 

•t 

4 

4 

4 - 

4 - 


oM 


xian now, to appear 
xionzai now 

tUSft chuxian to appear, to emerge 

CD* ©ja 


4- niu z] pang The Radical of 4 1 


The pictographic script 4 1 (see page 88) as a radical suggests an ox or any¬ 
thing related to it. It often stands on the left of a character when written as “4 ”, 
but sometimes it may appear on the top or at the lower part of a character. When 
used as a radical its writing order is different from that of its independent form. 
































© 1 

f^J wu thing 



iTwu gift, present 

1 2 




CD* ©2U(wu) 


© ' 

Hf te special 



#£|J tebie special 


1 2 


_ 

3 

<D* ©± 



-t + 


4- m che zi pang The Radical of $ 

106 Me c 

The pictographic script ^ (see page 106) as a radical is related to vehicles* 
When used as a left component its writing order is different from that of its inde¬ 
pendent form* 



qmg light 

nianqlng young 


m 


(D+(D5 


-7 


3 

* 

2 


o 



liang (a measure word) 




<£$ 


©M 


jiao to compare 

bTjiao to compare 

m ©3e 


-2- ll zl pang The Radical of AL 







































The pictographic script al (see page 57) as a radical is used to describe the ac¬ 
tion or state of standing. When functioning as a left component it is modified as 
“ if ”, but sometimes it may appear at the upper or lower part of a character. 



zhan station, to be standing up 


qichezhan bus stop 
huochezhan railway station 


(Di 


©dJ(zhan) 


I 

y 


£ 

£ 



1 

2 




0 M 


1 

2 


qin parent, relatives. 

in person 

fuqin father 
#5^ muqin mother 



©At ©* 

— 

T 

n- 

& 


tong child 
J Lit ertong children 

(DSl ©m 


er zi pang The Radical of ^ 


The pictographic script Up (see page 61) as a radical is often related to an ear 
or hearing. The position of the radical is changeable. It is modified as ? when used 
on the left side of a character. 


© PH 


1 

2 


wen to hear 
Srpfl xlnwen news 
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©n 

































© IK 


zhi post 

BRM zhiye profession 


<D? (DK(zhT) 


1 

T? 

cr 

X? 

K* 




s 

S\ 


© 


liao to chat 

®P^JL liao tianr to chat 


©I 


©Jjp(mao) 


a 

t 

$ 

P 

P 


J f“ zT zi pang The Radical of 

The pictographic script ^ (see page 52) as a radical is related^to children. 
When used as a left component of a character it is written as It may also stand 
at the lower part of a character. 


© 



5 # 


hai child 

haizi child 

%WL nanhair boy 
nUhair girl 

©? ©^(hai) 

sun grandson 

sunzi grandson 

(D-F ©/h 


-3/ 5,^31 ma zi pang The Radical of S} 


The pictographic script ^ (see page 88) as a radical is often related to horses. 
It is modified as 3 when standing on the left side of a character. 

































o 




n 



qt to ride 

1^-$- qi che to ride a bike 


(D3 


©+(S)^(qi) 


— 

* 

* 


1 

> 


♦ 


jia to drive 

laojia excuse me 


CD+©ftKjia) 


7 

* 







-¥• **3S ge zl pang The Radical of 

The pictographic script $ as a radical is generally related to leather. When 
standing on the left side of a character it is modified as $ . 



leather 


J^jsjiL pige leather 



The top component of ^ is it* in the middle is a flat Cl. Its final stroke links 


up witfrthe fouth stroke. 






















































xie shoe 

xiezi shoe 
pixie leather shoe 

CM ©± ®± 
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Read the Following Words, Phrases and Sentences 


Read the Following Words and Phrases. 

&! £T4t ^T4- 

SLfe fe.% 

i$Li &>7f Jfehk J4-h J&T JfeiSj J&E. 

J$ : -%M M 

j?1$3 4SL % — 

4fe: A& —* —4fcJl 

l£s Jtljl SjUft 3^.^. 334^ ^3$. JfcJSjL 

#. 3t# 

i£s 

is ;tjt jmf- i<« i-s- 

#: 5C#r ## #A. #|| #-f #cr 

i®L 

«■?■ ih#;i x& ** 

#s $$£l4f4~ $T-% 

#: 

















o 


Read the Following Sentences. 

2. A,*3|l£**4t f TAft#+*T,Ti2l* —T4fc 

¥}^1 

3 . £ o 

4. 

5. )1±XMt$ 0 

6. —&JL^3]SE$ic. 

;i*e, c 

8. ^4T4o 

9. &*SA*.&£!Nk. 

10 . 

11. A : 4t^i7jMW&? 

B: &in fe- }&$tt fc ^ Ji ^(Shanghai) „ /" i&-=- i r > 

12 . 

13. 

14. 

15. 4fc^^(xThuan, to like)^5 0*1* 
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LESSON 


The Radicals of Chinese Characters (B) 

u ^cmmm%. u*w g aw - * *»“i&wrw3k, 

A”A”W ^ 0 Xtlti : “mma) ffjjS 
^«4”(ma),“^”(iiao) ^^^“^(jiao) „ 


The radicals of Chinese characters may be classified into two types? picto- 
graphic radicals and phonetic radicals. The significant part of a combined character 
is known as a pictographic radicaL The side part used to indicate the pronunciation 
of a character is known as a phonetic radicaL Of the radicals P, @ , A and j^C be¬ 
long to the pictographic radical? the first one is related to a human mouth*the sec¬ 
ond to human eyes, the third to wood, and the last one to fire. The character 
has a phonetic indicator ^,and & contains a phonetic side of 




Therefore it is helpful for learners to work out the meaning of a character by 
studying its significant part. Similarly phonetic parts are also good for learners to 


S**0iR 


Rudiments of Chinese Characters 
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o 


memorize the pronunciation of characters. However, the formation, meaning and 
pronunciation of Chinese characters have changed greatly in the process of social 
transformation and language development. As a result many of them no longer pro¬ 
vide sufficient significant or phonetic information of characters. Not every radical 
indicates the precise message of a character. 





List of New Characters and Words 


1 . *■ 

bu 

step 


paobu 

to run, to jog 

2. jfcb 

V 

Cl 

this 


congcT 

from then on 

3. # 

xie 

some 

— jg£ 

yixie 

some 

a&jg? 

zhexie 

these 


naxie 

those 


naxie 

which ( plural ) 


youxie 

there are some 

4. # 

chT 

tooth 


yachT 

tooth 

5. i 

chong 

worm 


chongzi 

worm 

6 . 

she 

snake 

7. *F 

xia 

shrimp 


daxia 

prawn 

8 . 

wen 

mosquito 


wenzi 

mosquito 

9. ^ 

V 

yi 

chair 
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o K«w»[±) 




yTzi 

chair 

10 : * 

zhuo 

table 


zhuozi 

table 

11. H 

shu 

tree 


guoshu 

fruit tree 

12. # 

bei 

cup 


beizi 

cup 

■f*# 

gan bei 

cheers 

13* 

i« 

machine 


zhaoxiangjT 

camera 

-f-# 

shoujl 

mobile phone 

14. # 

yang 

look, type 

-# 

ytyang 

same 

it# 

zheyang 

this way, such 

## 

nayang 

such a way 


zenmeyang 

how 


yangzi 

appearance, manner 

15. 4t 

xiao 

school 


xuexiao 

school 


xiaozhang 

principal 

16. 

ban 

board 

£#L 

heiban 

blackboard 


diban 

(wooden) floor 


laoban 

boss 

17. ft 

®xiang 

mutual 

£?f@ 

huxiang 

mutually 


©xiang 

photograph 


xiangpian 

photo 

18. # 

lou 

storied building 

*-t 

loushang 

upstairs 
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o 



ddlou 

building 

19. & 

gai 

general 


dagai 

generally 

20. # 

iu 

orange 


juzi 

orange 

21. $ 

jia 

shelf, frame 


yi jia feijl 

a plane 


shujia 

bookshelves 

22. 46 

gui 

cupboard 


guizi 

cabinet, cupboard 

23. fe 

■ V 

Jl 

extremity, very 

—;&7 

•••jfle 

extremely 

24. # 

qiao 

bridge 

ii# 

lijiaoqiao 

overpass 

25. #. 

.# 

Ji 

to collect, to gather 

ft-S- 

jfhe 

to gather together 

26. #■ 

tiao 

(a measure word) 


miantiaor 

noodle 

27. * 

za 

miscellaneous, mixed 

7$ & 

zazhi 

magazine 

28. # 

It do 

stuff 


yTnliao 

drink 

29. # 

tang 

sugar 

** 

tangguo 

sweets 

30. # 

jTng 

essence 

**# 

jlngcai 

excellent 
















o WWW(i) 




The Structures and Writing of the New Characters 


it- zhT zi pang The Radical of it 

129 M* “it 

The pictographic script it C see page 129) as a radical is often related to feet. It 
may also be used as a phonetic component of a character. When standing on the left 
it should be modified as il, Sometimes it also stands on the top of a character. 




eitt 


jib 


oM 


bu step 

poobu to run, to jog 


(Dit ©4 


1 


,1 


•> 


Cl this 

J^jlt congcT from then on 


Git ©b(bT) 


xte some 

—& yixie some 
zhexie these 
iP-® naxie those 
l9K-fe naxie which ( plural)',f 
youxie there are some 

Gift ©— 

chT tooth 

yacht tooth 


1 






2 

Git 

/ 

A 


»*) 






























a 


i chong zi pang The Radical of 

The pictographic script i as a radical is often related to insects, worms or 
small animals* 



chong worm 


I^l^ 1 chongzi worm 

ft.'Jv&Sft*;®—®. Sr VJ.-£X¥ i ]%'& 

The ancient written form of jfe is in the 
shape of a worm with a small head and 
curved body and tail- H is the complicat¬ 
ed form of the character* Worms often 
move about together, so the ancients use 
threes jS, to symbolize "worms”. 



k k k k k k 




The top component of ^ is a flat P with a horizontal slanting upward* 


3 



she 


snake 


i 

(D* 

_ _ t / t- x /t^ 

3 

(Ei+^r-aa) & 


xia 

shrimp 



daxia prawn 

1 2 


(D4 

©T 
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O iWfR3g**(±) 



wen mosquito 
m- wenzi mosquito 

cd* ©;$t 


mu zi pang The Radical of t|v 

w * ".ww-tfcpr^wjjMTja. 

The pictographic script (see page 78) as a radical is related to trees. When 
standing on the left of a character, it is written as “ * ”, Sometimes it is also used 
on the top or at the lower part of a character. 


Q 




yT chair 

yTzi chair 

CD* ©+®^(qi) 


© 



2 


zhuo table 


zhuozi table 


<D e 


1 


!»- 

,*7 


£ 


©^ 



shu tree 

guoshu fruit tree 

CD* ©x ®-t 



bei cup 

beizi cup 
gan bei cheers 

©* ©T 

jT machine 
































o 


MffitHi zhaoxiangji camera 
f-UL shoujT mobile phone 

CD* ©JL 




© 




© 




© 



yang look, type 

—yfyong same 

zheyang this way, such 
naycng such a way 
zenmeyang how 

^■7“ yangzi appearance, manner 

0 * ©#• 


xiao 

school 



xuexiao 

school 

«tc 

xiaozhang principal 

©♦ 

©£ 


ban 

board 


mm 

heiban 

blackboard 

mm 

diban 

(wooden) floor 

%m 

iaoban 

boss 


0* ©SXfan) 



r 

B 



0xiang mutual 

huxicing mutually 
©xiang photograph 

xiangpian photo 

Of ©S 

lou storied building 

j ‘ loushang upstairs 
dal OU building 


0* ©+®#(I0U) 


X. 
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o K*«***(±) 






© ^ 


1 2 


<0 




0 






© 


1 2 


gdi general 

dagai generally 


0 * ©8 




3 



* 


©It 


A 


ju orange 

juzi orange 

0+ ©+©W(jT) 


Jr 


Jr 


jia shelf, frame 
—yi jia feijl a plane 
shujia bookshelves 

0+©jbn(jia) 

gui cupboard 

guizi cabinet, cupboard 


0* ©E(ju) 


j i extremity, very 
..jlle extremely 


0* ©&(j0 








qiao bridge 

iTjiaoqiao overpass 


0* ©#(qiao) 


#■ 


jf to collect, to gather 

jihe to gather together 


0+©# 


y 

4 

4* 




¥ 

& 
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© 7^ 


tiao (a measure word) 
W£k)L miantioor noodle 


(D^ 




© 


za miscellaneous, mixed 
zazhi magazine 

(Ml ©* 


ml zi pang The Radical of ^ 

The pictographic script ^ (see page 79) as a radical is often related to food. 
When standing on the left of a character it is written as “ $ 


9*4 


liao stuff 

tfaH- yinliao drink 


(D$ ©-*Kddu) 


' 

- 

% 

4 


tang sugar 

tangguo sweets 


(D* ©JH(tang) 



r 


p- 


* 

M 


© 



Jing essence 

jlngcai excellent 

©# ©W 
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Read the Following Words, Phrases and Sentences 


-ObUHisUiiM 

Read the Following Words and Phrases. 




# A# ## 

& ; — ^ ;gfj& i^_o^ I?8p4£ ^ 

*b# 

*MF -f*# 

#: -# it# *# *P# £*# #&# #^ 

fafa 

#t: *«. #tn *£* 

$L: ,1^#. AMl 

^s -fcfc CD& — 

fa: fafa fafa fa^r 

fa: *ffa7 fifaT %Xfal $7fafa7 
4M-&-T *?*frfa7 *5fa7 
#: .££# A# AffA# #Ji #T 

*> ^ *t 

*t -**fc -#-£ ft*JL 

#: A# Aft #-t #T i# T# 

Read the Following Sentences. 


1. ftjR&o 

3. 

4. 
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5. 

7 . 

8. 3£Tia*G. 

10 . 

11. *^*Mlldt#Ji5t^it*T. 

12. *MhJWt-ML^T. 

13. ****#**#4*.$. 

14. t^,f4#A 0 

15. “^5.(yiqu together)jHj"fe*<Hf 0 

•f - ^! 
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The Writing of Chinese Characters (C) 


The Modification of the Right-Falling Strokes 

mm*, mw¥ 

*a s 

When used on the left of a character, a component containing a right falling 
(often as a final stroke) is written as a dot. For example. 


A * : $ 

a ^ *: n 

A -> *: M 

m “> I: m. 

A — ) nf 


A ~^ : fO 
A “> * : $£ 

X “> *: 5* 
A — ) J : M. 
A — ) *** : ^ 





If there are more than two right-falling strokes in a character* they can be 
written as dots except the most important one remaining unchanged. For example. 


















Ms*+iL j®:it+S + X 

The right-falling as a final stroke in some components should be made longer 
when used on the left of a character. For examples 

^2:£_+S 
MsJIL+B £t:*-+h 



List of New Characters and Words 


1. & 

he 

seedlings of cereal crops 

2. 

he 

and, peace 


heping 

peace 

3. # 

zhong 

kind 


yi zhong 

a kind 

4. 

qiu 

autumn 


qiutian 

autumn 

5. # 

Ji 

season 


jijie 

season 

6. # 

xiang 

fragrant 


xiangshuT 

perfume 


Xiang Shan 

Fragrant Hill 

7. *fL 

zu 

to rent 


chuzuche 

taxi 

8. ^ 

cheng 

order, rule 


gongchengshl 

engineer 

9. fa 

shao 

to burn 

&& 

fashao 

fever 

10. *T 

deng 

lamp, light 
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o &*1R»*(±) 



diandeng 


honglQdeng 

n. * 

Man 

** 

duanUan 

12. A 

dian 

-.JUL 

yidianr 

tA)l 

youdianr 


wu dianzhong 


dianxin 

13. j& 

ran 

f&g 

ranhou 

14. & 

re 


reqfng 

15 . m 

zhao 


zhao xiang 

16. 

shi 

17. 

zhl 


zhldao 

18. & 

V ■ 

ai 

** 

aixiao 

19 . m. 

duan 


changduan 

20. i 

zhT 

—AM 

yl zhl ge 

21. 

dui 


duimian 


duibuqi 

22. ^ 

nan 


kunnan 

MU 

nanguo 


electric lamp 
traffic light 
to smelt 

physical training 
dot, a bit, a little 
a little bit 
some,a little 
five o’clock 
refreshments 
like that 
afterwards 
hot 

enthusiasm, passion 

to reflect,to take a picture 

to take a photo 

arrow 

to know 

to know 

short 

short 

short 

length 

(a measure word) 
a song 

correct, right, to 
opposite 

sorry, excuse me 

difficult 

difficulty 

sad 
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23. 


fa 



chufa 



faxian 


££ 

fasheng 

24. 

& 

w 

q« 



'V V 

yiqi 


&& 

qTlai 



qTfei 

25. 


yue 



yue lai yue 

26. 

IK 

zhua 


JKT ' 

zhuazi 

27. 


pa 



pa shan 

28. 


ai 



airen 



aihao 



ke ai 

29. 

t 

chuang 


tr 

chuanghu 

30. 

f 

chuan 



chuan yTfu 

31. 


rang 



rangy! 

32. 

£ 

kong 



kongqi 



kongtiao 


to send out 
to start off 
to discover 

to happen* to take place 

to begin 

together 

to get up 

to take off 

to cross 

more and more 

claw 

claw, paw 
to climb up 
to climb up mountains 
to love 

husband or wife 

hobby 

lovely 

window 

window 

to wear, cross 

to wear clothes 

to allow 

easy 

empty 

air, atmosphere 
air-conditioning 
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The Structures and Writing of the New Characters 


^7^31 he mu pang The Radical of ^ 

**£-te£¥6il£«l. M 

The pictographic ^ as a radical is generally related to cereal crops or agricul¬ 
ture. When standing on the left it is written as “ ^ *. It may also be used on the top 
of a character. The radical ^ functions as a pnonetic component in fH. 




he seedlings of cereal crops 



The character of is written by adding a left falling short stroke to the to of 



he and, peace 

heping peace 


CD* (DO 









































o# 


zhong kind 
—# yi zhong a kind 

©^ 


o 


qiu autumn 

qiutian autumn 

©^ ©ik 


0 



j, 

2 


jT season 

jijie season 

©ft ©? 



2 


xiang fragrant 

#^C xiangshuT perfume 

Xiang Shan Fragrant Hill 

©^ ©0 


«s 


zu to rent 

chuzuche taxi 


CD* @fi(q© 


1 

n 

FI 

H 

JL 


© 


Cheng order, rule 

T ^jl rp gongchengshT engineer 


©f ©+®M(cheng) 


huo Zl pang The Radical of l K 

■$smF!kr%M 74 




































o K9IR39W(±I 


The pictographic script jj/t (see page 74) as a radical is generally related to 
fire. When standing on the left of a character, it is written as ”, hot when used 
at the lower part of a character, it is written as known as four-dot bottom. 


shao to burn 

fashao fever 


OlQ 


© 




© n 



©58(yao) 



>c 




ft 


deng lamp, light 

diondeng electric lamp 
honglOdeng traffic light 


®* ©T(dTng) 


Man to smelt 

duanl ian physical training 


®* ©£ 


- 

£ 


ft 

£ 


0 




„5 


1 2 


© J\ 


ik 


dian dot, a bit, a little 

yidionr a little bit 
WjfiUL youdionr some, a little 

wu dianzhong five o’clock 
d i onxi n refreshments 


©£ ©, 


J 





ran like that 

ronhdu afterwards 


<X>* 


©* 


*- 

fr 

*L 

ft 


re hot 

reqing enthusiasm, passion 
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o 


iki 

1 3 


Ot 

m BS 

U/ j\\\ 

zhao 



M 

1 1 2 

3 


© 0 

> 




©A(wan) 


jj |*,|*. 




zhao to reflect,to take a picture 
zhao xiang to take a photo 

©+®£J (zhao) 


The pictographic ^ as a radical is often associated with arrow. The radical 
stands at the left part of a character and it is written as $ „ 


_ Sri 


shT arrow 


i 


/ 



* 

£ 



zhi to know 

$Dtfl zhldao to know 

CD* ©P 



ai short 

§|/h aixiao short 
<D* ©+©^(wei) 


duan short 

jpzM changduan length 

(D% ©S 


X^W you zi pang The Radical of X 












































o S9«wa*(ju 


The pictographic script X (see page 66) as a radical is often flMnriifJ 
hands. When standing on the left of a character, it is written as ** } **. It rmj 
be used at the lower part of a character. 




zhl (a measure word) 
—yi zhT ge a song 

<D+ ©X 


® 


dliT correct, right, to 

duimian opposite 
dubuqT sorry, excuse me 

©s ©-* 


0 



nan difficult 

E)® kunnan difficulty 
j®iit nanguo sad 
©X ©+®#(zhui) 


0 




fa to send out 


chufa to start off 
fdxidn to discover 

tip fasheng to happen, to take place 


©+©£ 



r 

% 


it 


ZOU zi pang The Radical of 

l&ffiEM . W *.*, 

The pictographic script jj| (see page 99) as a radical is often associated with 
fast walking or running. When used on the left of a character, it is written as “k_” 
with a longer right falling. 
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o— 


O 



2 

1 





qT to begin 

—‘fOiL yiqT together 
qTlai to get up 
j|3~l£ qTfei to take off 

®jL <Z>B(jT) 

yue to cross 

yue lai yue more and more 


©L ©£ 



r 


& 

A 


zhua zi pang The Radical of /R 

The pictographic as a radical is often associated with the movement of a 
hand* When used on the left of a character, it is written as JR with a longer right 
falling. When standing at the top of a character, it is written as ^ known as “the 
top in the shape of JIV\ 

JK zhua claw 

jR-f* Zhuazi claw, paw 




T&fWMS-Rft f-'Wihm-r-, 

h. —jr?. 


The ancient written form of JK is a human 
hand stretchig down for something* It has 
by extension come to mean animal’s 
paw” or “claw”. 


/R 

A 

A 

A 

l 

- 




















































O 3WiR5«*{±) 


The second stroke of JR is a left falling, in the middle is a vertical, on the 
right is a right falling. All of the three strokes link up with the first flat falling. 





2 

1 



pa to climb up 

JMlLl pa shan to climb up mountain 

®JL' ©B 



ai to love 

^kJ\. airen husband or wife 
aihao hobby 
ke’ai lovely 



(D^ ©'-'• ®&(you) 


— 

r 

% 

jl 


ftStiJl xue bao gair The Radical of /C 

The ancient writing /v is in the shape of a residential cave, thus it is related to 
caves or holes. The radical often stands at the upper part of a character with a dot 
as its final right-falling stroke. 



1 

2 



2 


chuang window 
111/* 3 chuanghu window 


(D^ 


©@(cong) 


/ 

f 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 


chuan to wear, cross 

ChuQn yTfu to wear clothes 

©5F 



































c> 


0 




1 

2 


rong to allow 

rongyi easy 

d>* r ®n 

kong empty 

kongqi air, atmosphere 
kongtiao air-conditioning 

(D^ ©X 



Read the Following Words, Phrases and Sentences 



Read the Following Words and Phrases. 

# 

-# it# ## /t# 


&*, 


-4# E9# 

# 

-f-jjc n## 


Aft ft*- 




—,£Jl ^\£jl +—A 

& 

^ 6ft 

m 

ft* Hit ft 0 4 




*M lfrt *£i± 5£*7 

& 

-~Mt 




186 



















o &^iR3§»*(±) 


itj 


Ti: && 

f: *4,* 3Tft f-h *** 

Read the Following Sentences. 

1. 4fc^— 

2. j&^4jfc.7.-M^»o 

3. 

4. 

5. Tfl&J5U&£t*MMfro 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

10 . 

11. 

12 . 

13. *j-*fe,i£#;MUw4a 

14. T o 

15. 
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